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PREFACE 

The following study endeavors to present a short 
but comprehensive view of fascism in Italy and its effect 
on Italian education, Logically, it divides itself into 
two parts. The first deals, in a general way, with the 
historical development of fascism; and the second with its 
effect on education, 

The chief benefit that can be derived from such 
a study is that it makes one conscious of the strong and 
weak points embodied in the system itself, be it in its 
political or educational structure, the detection of which 
depends upon the reader, who will determine which points 
are subject to change or improvement, even though he may 
reside in a country where conditions are inherently 
different. 

In the preparation of this work, I have derived 
ideas and information from every available source, but I 
especially grateful to Professor John J, Mahoney of Boston 
University for the encouragement and assistance he has 
given me during the preparation of the thesis; to 
Professor George Makechnie for many helpful suggestions; 
and to Professor i'ranklin D. Roberts for advice and 
inspiration. I wish also to make acknowledgement of the 
help received from Professor Howard R. Marraro of Volumbia 


University, whose book "Nationalism in Italian Education” 
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contains many documents which are not available in this 
country e I also acknowledge my indebtedness to Pro- 
fessors Schneider and Ulough, from whose volume "Making 
Fascists" I have derived much material information. 
Finally, I express my appreciation to Mrs. J. Henderson of 
Boston for the free use of her library and files. 

Because of the controversial nature of the sub- 
gect, I have tried to be free from prejudice, but if in th 
course of writing, I should have registered decisive views 
I alone am responsible for the position taken in all 
matters of opinion, I hope, however, that the study will 
be stimulating and instructive as well as accurate and 
suggestive in its presentation and conclusions, so far as 
it goes. It is hoped, also, that it will make a contri- 
bution to thought, even though it be small. And if in 
the course of reading, the reader should gain a single 
idea or fact, I shall be happy in the thought that any 


labours of mine have not been in vain, 


Henry Conrad Giunta 
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RISE AND DEVELOPMENT OF FASCISM 
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FASCISM IN ITALY AND 


ITS EFFECT ON ITALIAN EDUCATION 


Political and Economic Situation in Italy After the 
World War 


During the latter part of the time when Italy 
was engaged in the World War the politicians of Italy mad 
certain promises to the soldiers in order to encourage th 
to help Italy win the conflict. briefly, there were 
three promises in particular which were rather unusual. 


They were: (1) Reform of the whole national life, 


(2) Land for the soldiers, and, 


(3) Youth to replace old age in public life. 


After the war, however, the politicians were unable to di r 


cover means to make good their promises, and consequently 
did nothing to fulfill them, lhe people were mentally 
alert enough to remember these pledges; and, the fact 
that the capitalists received the war profits, while the 
peasant soldiers who fought in the ranks were disillusione 
did much to stimulate their memory. 

Then too, just as soon as the war was over, and 
the Peace Treaty had been signed, the politicians created 
propaganda for a new war to retrieve the losses resulting 


from the settlement which President Wilson and the Allied 
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Governments had meted out to italy. If we question the | 
rights of the politicians to believe that Italy had been 
robbed of the fruits of victory, we must remember the 


secret treaty which had been signed in London in 1915. 


The result of this propaganda was D'tAnnunzio's raid on 
Fiume, September 12, 1919, This amounted to a "Private 
War" declared on the United States, France and the british 


Empire, "After having been forced into an appalling war) 


and disappointed on all promises that had been made to them 


the Italian people were told by the same politicians, who 
had forced them into the war, that they had shed their | 
blood in vain and that &@ new war was necessary to wipe out 


2 


the failure of the last one" It is interesting to note 


at this point the following excerpt of a speech made by | 
Benito Mussolini at Milan, November 11, 1918: | 
"The most magnificent political panorama which 


history records unfolds itself before the eyes of the 


astonished world. Empires, kingdoms and autocracies 


erumble like castles built with cards, Austria no 


longer exists; tomorrow there will no longer be In- 
perialist Germany. We, with the sacrifice of our blood, 
have given the German people liberty, while the German 


people have made a holocaust of their blood in order to | 


Salvemini "Recovery Through Revolution" - P, 260 


® Ibid. P. 260 
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deliver us over to the chain of imperialism and military | 


| slavery. Upon the ruins of the old world is outlined the 


dream of a League of tecicuwnme | 
When the Treaty of Rapallo was signed, April 1922 
the beginning of the solution of the political problem 
regarding Hiume was formed. moreover, the state of the 
internal politics in Italy was calmed somewhat by the 


| Albanian hostilities. | 


In order to maintain some degree of financial 
stability, Italy secured loans from the Allied Governments 
to keep the lira at a sufficiently high level during the 


| Ware At the conclusion of the war, the Italian Govern- 


| 


ment had to fall back on its own resources so that the 


| eighty-seven billion lire (about two billion dollars) for 


_extraordinary war expenses which accumulated from June 


191g to June 1920 could be met, Yaxation was impossible 
and would be insufficient to meet such tremendous demands. — 
a the only other solution that seemed plausible | 
was tried, namely, increasing the national debt by twenty- 
six billion lire, and inflation of the monetary currency | 
by eight billion lire during the period from June 1918 to | 
Juhe 1920, he results of inflation were immediate and 
far-reaching. the lira fell precipitously and prices of | 


commodities rose accordingly. Purchasing power was 


- ————— ——————— ——————— —————— = = +4 
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San Severino "Mussolini" - P, 60 
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_ reduced to one-fifth, and consequently, the workers were 


unable to live on the old wages, they in turn asked for | 
| 


higher wages; when their demands were refused, they | 


struck, and public servants followed their example.t | 


he depreciation of the lira, which had been 


preceded by "sudden drops, with pauses and recoveries” | 
distrubed the middle and working classes. Owing to this | 
"blackest pessimism" resulting from "diplomatic set-backs” 
| the state of mind of the people was indeed aggravated. 

| Moreover, the bankers and industrialists, being over aaa 


fident in their ideas of victory, had rushed headlong into 


"irrational undertakings." For example, they attempted 


| 


_ trade with ruined and bankrupt countries, and then urged 

| the government to increase circulation of paper money. 
Obviously, the result of these activities was a conception 
of prosperity wholly fictitious, and a "sense of Aap tena 
tion and wealth the more fallacious in that it had no 
foundation in the actual conditions prevailing after the 


war," However, the most unfortunate aspect of this 


| situation was that the tendency went unchecked by public 


| Opinion and unregulated by the government. theyerere, | 


| national economy and public finance became more involved 


| in complex difficulties, 
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5. | 
During the war speculators had promoted many 
projects which after the wear were a burden to the State. | 
Moreover, the speculators now appealed to the government | 


for protective laws and State intervention, Bureaucracy, 


growing from self-preservation and interested parties, was 


i 
i] 
) 


willing to go on to “associated economy." This was 
| 
favored by the working class and the Socialists. | 


Along with the depreciation of the lira was an | 
increase in the price of food products. This was brought 
about by a series of incidents, lhe oscillations of | 
money purchasing power gave some large profits to the pro- 
ducers and sellers. Exploiters speculating in land pre- | 


cipitated another crisis since the peasants' demand for 


| 


land became imperative because of the following factors: 

first, rapid rise in the price of agricultural products, | 
because ownership of land meant large and quick gains; | 
second, the soldiers were to be rewarded by land which had 
been promised by both the army officers and the Government 
propagandists; the watchword being "The Land for the | 
"Peasants"; third, agitation over waste of poorly culti-» 
vated lands of Ventral and Southern Italy which were | 
owned by big landlords, this agitation became acute | 
during. and after the war since efforts were made to induce 


cultivation of corn in order to diminish foreign 
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Ge 
importation. On September 2, 1919 a Government Decree 
legalized the occupation of waste or ill-cultivated lands. 
Immediately there were seizures of land by violence. 
"Moreover, in creasing the Ex-Service men's Institute | 

| (Opera) dei combattenti, the Government gave it the right 
to demand the compulsory expropriation of badly cultivated 


| lands in favor of ex-service men who were peasants living. 

on the spot." | 
Since Italy was passing through the phases of 

economic and political chaos, the logical conclusion was 
that the masses of laborers and employees would become 


agitated. The sentimental phases of the crisis disorga- 


nized the whole public state of mind, and the post-war 
period was actually harder for the people than the war 


period had been, The strike as a weapon was abused by | 


the political and trade union organizations. The labor 
| | 


classes, which were neutral during the war, began to 
listen to cries of "Viva Lenin," or turned to the | 
socialists, against the middle classes, with the idea of | 
a dictatorship of the proletariat as a result of the | 
many economic grievances. | | 


in Italy at the time of Orlando's fall. lhe proletariat 


| were against the ‘treaty of Versailles, There were 


 Isturzo "Italy and Faseismo" - P. 51-53 
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The international strike made its appearance wr 
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popular uprisings, looting of shops, fixing of prices by 
Citizen Committees; and general conditions became worse, 
Emigration was impossible since foreign countries were 


unable and unwilling to absorb more workers, and unem- 


ployment in Italy increased, In January 1920 when Prime. 


Minister Nitti was in London, the first general strike of. 


postal and telegraph companies took place; later the 
railroad workers went on strike, These strikes were 
intended as political manoeuvres, but they failed because 
of the resistance of the Christian ‘rade Unions and the 
Popular Party. The culmination of the proletarian 
movement came in the summer of 1920 with the occupation 
of factories. 

the first time that the workers had occupied a 
factory was in March 1919, when 2000 factory workers in 


the town of Dalmine, in northern Italy, occupied the 


workshops of messrs. Franchi e Gregorini. This was pro- | 


moted by mussdlini's followers, and wussolini himself 
went to Dalmine, and addressed the men, praising their 
enterprise. "You have acted on the grounds of class, 
but you have not forgotten the nation. you have spoken 
for the Italian people, and not only for those of your 
class of metal-workers. In the immediate interests of 


your category you might have caused a strike in the old 
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|i 
style, the negative and destructive style; but, thinking | 
of theinterests of the people, you have inaugurated the | 
creative strike which does not interrupt production... 
The future of the proletariat is a question of will-power | 
and capacity; not of will-power only and not of capacity 
only, but of both together,"! | 
When Giolitti replaced Nitti, financial problems 
were increased by strong measures against the war pro- | 
fiteers and by the enforcement of registration of shares | 
and the increasing of death duties (form of life in- 
surance). This helped to check the bankers and the in- | 


dustrialists. however, the effects were noticeable on 


the wages and labor shifts of the workers who were hit by 
the re-bound of offended capitalism," The direct re- 1 
action of capitalism was evident in communist outbursts. | 
wevertheless, the workers excesses proved vain and use- 


less, their dreams "unreal," The lack of both capital 


and confidence stopped production and wages. "Surrender | 
was necessary and urgent; the workers, leaders and the 
Government negotiated about the form after the substance 


had vanished,"* 


This event marked the bankruptcy of 
socialists ideology. The post-war disturbances now were 


on the decline. 


OE EE—— ——E———————_———_—————————— ee | 
lsan Severino "Mussolini" 0 P, 65 
2Sturzo "Italy and Fascismo" - P, 55 
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Meanwhile the Government had made a reduction of 
running expenditure, increased the revenue, and liquidated 
the war administrations. The lira was at the national 
| exchangerate of 0.25 gold which was the mean point of 

oscillation in relation to the gold standard, Nitti 
| attempted an abolition of State control of grain, of flour, 
| and of bread at a political priice bewlo real cost. ‘this 
involved an average loss of about one-half million lire 


per month. However, the combined hostility of the 


Socialists, Nationalists, and Liberals of the Right 

caused Nitti to fall in June 1920, as a direct result of | 
this attempt in the form of a vecree, Giolitti, nitti's 
| successor, resumed the attempt at the beginning of the | 
| following year. The bill passed Parliament in spite of 

| the obstruction from the Communists and Socialists. This. 


| will helped to balance the national budget. 
I Cee 


H The next serious difficulty came from the Vivil | 


Service which desired an increase of wages and the reform 
| of the law regulating its legal and economic status. 
| | 
- The original salaries were on a gold basis; the actual ' 


salaries were on a paper currency basis, ‘the paper 


currency had depreciated by more than 75%, The press took 


the opportunity to magnify the result unduly. Bonomi, 


Giolitti's successor, proposed and Parliament approved 
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10. 
provisional measures for an increase in salaries, and up- 
held, moreover, the disciplinary measures taken against 
the promoters of the strike. the most significant result 
of this rarliamentary action was that it meant the end of 
excessive forms of agitetion.- 
Let us now consider the various political / 
factions in Italy during the post-war period. ‘he | 
"Nationalists" renewed their pre-war attack, and wanted 
an authoritarian, aristocratic government with an im- | 
perialist foreign policy. The "Popolari," which were | 
organized for the Uatholics by Von Luigo Sturzo, a | 
Sicilian priest, consisted mostly of small landowners who) 
wanted the government to apply the principles of Christial 
benevolence in improving economic and social conditions | 
for the common man. In the Elections of November 1919, 
The Popolari were the second strongest party in the 
Chamber of Deputies. This was the high-water mark of 
their activity.” The Socialists were one of the strong- 
est parties after the war, ‘their popularity and prestige 
were high. "The revolutionary wave after the war reached 
very great heights in Italy, affecting all strata, the | 
industrial workers, the memobilized soldiers, the agri- 
cultural proletariat and the poor peasantry. A wide- 


spread strike movement developed, both economic and 


————— = = — + 


Isturzo "Italy and Fascismo" - P, 56 


2 
Coker "Recent Political Thought" - P, 462 
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political, land seizures by the peasantry, etc. ‘The 


Socialist Party affiliated to the vommunist International 
in warch 1919, by executive decision, which was confirmed | 


| 
| 
; 
| 
: 
; 
; 
} 


| by an overwhelming majority at the bologna Congress in 


O@tober. On this basis the Party went to the elections 


in November 1919, on a Communist programme of dictatorship 


| of the proletariat and soviets, and for this programme 


| won over one-third of the total votes of the whole popu- 


lation, emerging as the strongest party with 156 seats out 


of 508 - at the same time as mussolini and lascists were — 


unable to win a single seat. ‘the membership of the Party 


| rose to 200,000, and of the vonfederation of Labor, which 


was allied to the rarty, to two millions. At the muni- 


cipal elections in 1920 the Party won control of over 2,000 
| Communes, or one-third of the total, At the height of 

| the revolutionary wave the vovernment was powerless to 

| act, as shown in its passivity during the occupation of 

the factories in 1920, since it could not count on the 


support of the military forces, lhe expectation of the 


social revolution was general,” 

The Executive Committee of the VCogmunist Inter- 
national explains the lack of a revolution in the follow-_ 
ing terms: "The P,.S.I. (Italian Socialist Party) acts 


with too much hesitation, It is not the Party which 
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i "Fascism and Social Revolution" - P, 94 
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leads the masses, but the masses which push the Partye e« «| 
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In Italy there exist all the necessary conditions for a 


victorious revolution except one - a good working-class 


2 
organization," (October 1920). 


Russian Communism had strengthened radicalism 
among the workers by means of propaganda emissaries. 

All these various upheavals in the life of the 
nation, such as: moral and economic eruptions, propa- 
ganda, local and general strikes for economic and politi- 
cal purposes, and the anticipation of a social revolution» 
may be considered to be the constituents of anarchism and | 


bolshevism,. bolshevism is a form of direct-actionism 


principally by the means of local and general strikes to 


gain independence of the constituted government, | 
In September 1920 the climax in the series of | 
strikes was reached. before then the workers had secured 
possession of most of the factories of northern and central 
Italy. However, the tide turned a few weeks later; and 
the factories were returned to the owners, moderate 
labor leaders had negotiated a settlement under govern- 
ment promises of wage increases and slight working-men's 


participation in management were made, Nevertheless, the 


results were only temporary and insignificant, by 1922 


| 


the wages had been reduced again. The factors of social | 


1 in 


| 
| 


Fascism and Social Revolution" - P, 95 
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13. 
discontent and disorder remained strong, especially be- 
cause of the hardships of low paid working-men and the 
unemployed, the middle class was still restless, and 
there was increasing evidence that many well-to-do land- 
owners and business men favored extraordinary measures 
against the strikers. by late 1920 there was the be- 
ginning of a period of disorderly conflict between 


radical working-men and their radical opponents. 


the Fascists under the leadership of wussolini 
played an ever more important part against the workers. 
heir purpose was to deliver Italy from bolshevism. ‘for 
their weapons they used strikes, bloody riots, assaults, 


and destruction of property. ussolini himself had made 


no attempt in 1919 and 1920 to lessen the danger of a | 
revolutionary crisis. he accused the Italian rulers 

of having been “unfit and cowardly" because they had not 
resisted trance, England, and the United States when 

these countries were "mutilating the victory" in the Peace 
Conference, Monebvekt tie Ttalians should help republi- 
canism in the "Proletarian Nations," Russia, Germany, 
Hungary and Bulgaria, in order to gain "revolutionary | 


war" against the “Capitalist Nations.” Mussolini favored 


workers organizations sharing in the management of in- ] 


dustries and public services, and the promise of land to | 
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the peasant veterans of the war, 

"The psychological crisis in Italy, in 1919- 
1920, which arose out of difficult moral, economic and | 
financial conditions after the war, and was aggravated gl 
| the series of diplomatic set-backs in Paris on the ques- | 
| tion of Fiume, culminated towards the middle of 1920. the 
fact that this difficult period did not involve the 
| collapse of the State and the political constitution is 
but another proof of the soundness of the Italian national 
structure and of the vitality of Italy's moral resources, | 
_ in spite of the fact that she bears within herself the 
evils incidental to the manner of her unification and 
constitution as a State.” 


"The general economic conditions in Italy were 


highly unfavorable to the success of any insurrectionary | 
working-men's movement. The strong economic positions 


of the employers, the large proportions of small property- 


- owner groups in the population, the intensity of the middle 
class fear of revolutionary proletarian action, the dis- | 
sensions among the Socialists, made it apparent that no 
insurrection of a syndicalist or Bolshevist sort would 


prosper in Italy." 


* Salvemini "Recovery Through Revolution" - P, 261 


Sturzo "Italy and Yascismo” - P, 57 


3 1 
Coker "Recent Political Thought” - P, 462 | 
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The Rise of Fascism 


Fascism as an organized movement was definitely | 


organized at milano, on the 23d of March, 1919. At this | 


| 


time a small meeting was held. The meeting, which had 
been summoned by mussolini, formed a Hasciso di 

Combattimento (Fighting Band), and it consisted mainly | 
of ex-soldiers who were generally radical, and were now 
motivated by the low economic standards existent for them. 
as compared with those of the working-men who had ex- 


ploited the country's emergency to their own advantage, 


and now were favoring the leadership of the communist 


internationalists, Later, the membership consisted of 
returning army officers, “jobless and disillusioned, but 
adventurous youths of petty bourgeois and land-ovwning 

families," and those who wanted to end labor disorders | 
and secure justice for the soldiers and for Italy. Aito- | 
gether, the membership represented only a very small 
proportion of the population, The program for this 

meeting had been prepared by stussolini, and henceforth 
he was considered the leader of the organization, ‘he 
program, which was adopted by the meeting, was intended | 
to secure for Italy, by means of vigorous action, the | 


fruits of her victorious part in the World War, and to 


establish certain changes in the domestic policy of the 
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‘ 16. 
nation, Soon afterwards affiliated groups were formed in 
various localities throughout northern and central Italy. | 

During the first four years of the Fascist or- | 
ganization, there were frequent disagfeements within the 
organization concerning matters of strategy. moreover, 
the policies of the leaders were evincing much vagueness 
and vacillation, Nevertheless, the very “eloquent, 
forceful, and skilful leadership" of Mussolini resulted 
ih unity of action, Let us consider in more detail the 
various programs from year to year, 

the platform for the original meeting held in 
Milano in 1919 included the following policies for | 
liberal and socialist reform: 1. National constituent | 
assembly; 2-e Universal suffrage; 3. Proportional | 
representation; 4, Abolition of the Senate and all titles 
of nobility; 5. SEight hour working day; 6. Meationdit.| 
zation of the munitions plants; 7. VUonfiscation of the | 
revenues of bishops and of major portions of the war 
profits; 8. Uapital levy; 9. Heavy inheritance tax; 
and 10, Workers' management of railways and other in- 
dustries where possible, 

the program for 1920 was in general the same as) 
the one for the previous year with the exception of more 


or less leftward shifts, In March of that year ilusso- 
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a 17. 
| lini declared himself an anarchist. in September he 
approved the workers! seizure of the factories. However, 
towards the end of 1920, the worst of the post-war crisis. 
was OVeTr. moreover, the people began to realize the im-— 
possibility of a social revolution. The result of this 
idea of defeat was that “mutual recrimination grew bitter 
between the more moderate Socialists and Communists, "* 
In January 1921, the internal strife led to a split be- 
tween the vommunists and the Socialists, The outcome of 
_ this was that the rank and file of workers became be- 
wildered by the vast division of opinion evident among 
their leaders, 

from 1920 to 1921, according to itussolini, the 
membership increased from 20,000 to 248,000." Ino d921 , 
the Fascists acceded to the proposal of Premier Giolitti 


that the Hascists take part in the parliamentary elections 


as one of the groups of a "constitutional bloc” opposing © 


the Socialists and the Popularists, During later months | 
wussolini made many proposals for union between the various 
groups representing “the masses." Mussolini met with | 


failure, however, in regard to his policy, and soon after- 


wards abandoned his socialist tendencies, 


_ 1 salvemini, op. cit. (English Ed, 1928) PP. 26 and 42, 
quoting from Popolo d'Italia, April 6 and Sept. 28, 1920) 
Salvemini “Recovery Through Rekatasien* - P, 264 
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From then on, Mussolini yielded to conservative allied 
entirely. In November of 1921 the fascists organized 
themselves as a political party; and in the UChamber of 
Deputies the Nationalists fused themselves with the 
fascists. 


The objective of the party was now to defeat 


"Bolshevism", The membership consisted principally of 


those who wanted to oppose the aggressive claims of the 


working-men, and who had become exasperated over the 


govermient's "tolerant or timid attitude in the situa- 


nl 


tion. Meanwhile, the forces of a reactionary move- 


ment were growing. The workers were beginning to lose 


their fighting spirit. Nevertheless, the industrialists, 


the bankers, and the land-owners began their counter- 


attack, ‘hese now welcomed the Htascist movement as a 


means of protection of their economic interests, In 
| addition, they began to give generous financial assist- 


ance to the fascists. Mussolini no longer attacked the 


Socialists from the left, and criticized them for being 


right, calling them the most dangerous revolutionaries, 


Fascism was now becoming a nationalist, anti-socialist, 


i 


Coker "Recent Political Thought" - P, 466 


and counter-revolutionary movement, "He (Mussolini) had | 
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| ineffectual revolutionaries, In 1921 Mussolini changed 


his position, and began to attack the Socialists from the | 
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} 
been ultra-revolutionary as long as social revolution 
seemed possible, He became anti-revolutionary as soon | 
as the social revolution showed itself impsssible. He 
continued, however, to make a great display of revolu- | 
tionary fireworks and to call himself a revolutionary. | 
In his mind, violence is severnaen.*” 

Although some of the bankers, industrialists, | 
and land-owners had subsidized some local branches of the. 
Fascist organization for two years, the Italian capi- 
talists in 1921 began to generalize the idea of subsidies. 
after they understood that mussolini's revolution was not. 
directed against capitalist society, but against the | 


socialist movement. the Fascists proclaimed themselves 


ultra-revolutionaries, but they fought the Socialists. 
From this point on, the #tascist movement became the center 
of activity for all the conservative forces desirous of | 
organizing themselves, "It has always been the tech- 

nique of the conservative parties to lend surreptitious 
help to the most extreme revolutionary groups, in order 
to have them weaken with their attacks the more moderate 


groups.” 


The “Squadre," or armed bands which had been | 
formed in the late part of 1920, had carried out a two 


year struggle by violence against the radical working- | 


throes of Fascism" = P, 264 
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men's groups and agencies of communist propaganda, They | 
(the Fascists) had smashed newspaper presses, broken up | 
meetings, deported speakers, forced the communists and 
socialists to give up membership on municipal councils, 
and committed numerous and sundry acts of personal 
violence in the form of assault and destruction of 


property. "Between January and May 1921, according to 


figures published by the Italian Socialist Party at the 
time, the Fascists destroyed 120 labor headquarters, 

attacked 243 socialist centres and other buildings, 
killed 202 workers ( in addition to 44 killedby the police 
and gendarmerie), and wounded 1,144, During this period | 


2,240 workers were arrested by the police; 162 fascists 


were arrested. During 1921-22, up to the Fascist dicta- | 
torship, 500 labor halls and cooperative stores were | 
burned, and 900 socialist municipalities were dissolved, "1 
In 1921 the first formal program was adopted at | 
the original party congress held in Kome, "Fascism 
intended to replace the State if the latter showed itself 
unable to suppress disorder and prevent national disin- 
tegration.” | 
The attitude of the government during this | 
period of fascist violence might be termed as one of 


official neutrality. There were, however, definite 
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2 "Fasciam and Social Revolution" - P, 104 | 


2 
Coker "Recent Political Thought" - P. 466 


| pestered a 
‘ins ¥ 
<atodtemphoon todel ORL pdvottash’ adeioasi Shh ee: : 


euktbitud cedio Brsveertices sé} tetooe BRS sovonsea | 


oni £6 eT Sahistoo® |! pbtadt ore erent 


Poliog edd ydhelliy bs, ot Rofttihe ab ) etealtow, SOS vost | 
1 boitoq eint anicod .A8£,  S5obmrow Sets ; (aieigakesae tia oh 
efaionss Sof --ysobttoq eit vd podaerts OAT uetotccorr OAS, &e tH 
-pvorb Sofsea'i st od co ,SS<ISBL antand _shodecits STOW Hg 
ie 


Yrow coerose sviduretooo baa elfat xodBE 008 «fenorot 

".. boviosalb oray celtifeqfotasm svelisaioor 00g bite vetted 
ts Dedeohe eaw usraory, Lsercot gaxrit etd Geek at 

maisagi" omok di BiLod 2eotahooivegeg [aaintco sit 

tisecl hSowora reastel ent TE -etssa ong soelget o¢ Dobrosat 

-tFetS Letoftad snevertq busyrebso@kb anerqese ot eldsrnys 

EM reli ncase 
aid? natwhD tnomitoven sit co ebutidds. sit 


Th of6 ef Bbeetdt fod Tap ie smigtory fat: 29; bolted 


> tagoteto: | 


ottettos yrorsvot; omow’ ae” Mivck 


leaning towards and yielding to the Fascists. The 


allowed the military authorities to arm the Fascists with | 


| retired officers and the officers on leave were placed in | 


21, 


tendencies to indicate that the government was increasingly 


politicians who were in power at the end of 1920 desired 


to help the conservative counter-attack, therefore, they) 


rifles, machine-guns, bombs, and trucks. Moreover, the 


command of the fascists to organize and drill them. 
Furthermore, the police and judges were requested not to 


interfere with activities of the tascists, The only 
/ 


occasion for them to intervene was when the #ascists were. 


in danger of being defeated by too great an opposition 
from the proletarian class, This period has been termed 
a period of “authorized lawlessness." The #ascists / 


swarmed the towns, sacked the houses, looted trade union 
| 
/ 


quarters, beat and maltreated, banished or murdered the | 
anti-tascists. The "punitive expeditions" literally 
terrorized the country. Quite frequently the police 
"connived at, and occasionally implicated” themselves in 
the raids of the tascist bands, | 
By the summer of 1921, bolshevism in all its | 
phases had been completely removed from Italy. Mussolini | 
wrote (July 2, 1921): "To say that there still exists a | 


Bolshevist peril in Italy, is, for interested motives, to. 
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substitute fears for reality. Bolshevism has been | 


vanquished." Consequently, within the program for 1922, 
it became "plain that the Hascist were ready to employ | 
squadrism for more positive political ends." | 


Thus, when the Bolshevistic peril had been wiped 
away, the politicians who had given arms to the Fascists, 
believed they could put a stop to the organization, now | 
that its purpose had been served, Nothing could have 
been more erroneous. The armed and organized Fascists 
were not in the least disposed to disband, jworeover, 

| the high military authorities that had armed and drilled 
the Fascists began to realize in 1921 that the Fascists 


‘night become a formidable weapon for ensuring political 


power to the military caste." Therefore, they now 


ceased to obey tne civil authorities. Without question, 


the Fascists could not have come to governmental power 


: 


later if they had not had the secret support, or at least, 


the promise of non-resistance from the military authori- 


ties. 
| 


Let us review briefly the changes in Fascism. | 


lhe first groups formed in 1919 and 1920 consisted chief- 


ly of patriotic youths who thought they were serving their 


country by their "anti-Bolshevist" activities," In 1921) 


| #ascism was an anti-trade unionist movement interested by 
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and for the "bourgeoisie." 


an anti-parliamentary movement in service of the military) 


"Black Hand." 

It is important to note that in August of 1922 
the government meekly accepted the aid of Fascist forces 
in suppressing the general strike movement, which was an 
ill-advised manoeuvre of the Socialist parliamentary 
leader, Turati, in order to bring about the formation of 
a coalition government. This gave the fascists more 
powere 

In October of 1922, Mussolini declared his alle 
giance to the King, This was a strategic move on his 
part to increase the fascist following by including those 
who favored tascism but yet desired to be loyal to the 


king. Later, in his public speeches and in the Popolo 


In 1922, however, Hascism was 


| 
| 


| 


d*italia, wussolini asserted that the Fascists would march 


to Rome unless Parliament were dissolved. As early as 


September 29, the Hascist central executive knew that, 
"in the event of Hascist cere ene raesOn en Home, *the Army 
would observe an attitude of Aalea vier ce 

On the sixth of October 1922, swussolini de- 
livered a speech in milano in which he pays tribute to 


pa = 
the memory of her two dead who fell, as Garibaldi fell, 
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the analysis of a well-matured plan, strategic and 


L 
tactical, for the coming battle. "The citizens wonder 
which State will end by dictating its law upon the nation, 


We have no hesitation in answering that it will be the 
fascista State. . . When it is a question of assaulting 
the state it is no longer possible to have recourse to 
little plots, of which the ‘to be or not to be’ remains a] 
secret to the last, we must give orders to hundreds and) 
thousands of men, and it would be merely absurd to try to| 


keep it secret. We play an open game. . . But we shall 


carry out a severe and reactionary policy; we are not 
afraid of doing so. if the representative organs of 
Democracy say that we are reactionary it does not offend 
us, because what distinguishes us from the Democrats is | 
mentality and spirit. . . friends, I have faith in you. | 
You have faith in me. In this mutual trust is the 
guarantee and certainty of our victory. Long live Italy?) 
Long live #Hascismo} Honor and glory to tne martys of | 
our cause{" At Naples, October 26, 1922, “the final | 
stage of the pilgrimage of the ever-swelling ranks of 
Italian youth, where the first trench is dug in prepara- 
tion for the imminent assault of the ‘blak Hits! ,"” | 


Mussolini gave his final speech, which was entitled: 


"The moment has arrived when the arrow must leave the bow. 
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| with the Government in this legal solution of the problem, 


and polemic purposes. . e We Fascisti do not intend to 


We do good to those who do good to us, and evil to those | 


who do evil. What do we want, Fascisti? We have 


| abandon the ridiculous nettral position that it occupies 


have asked for severe financial measures and the post- 


| Commission of Aviation. We have, in fact, asked for the 


none of you will find our requests excessive. sut to 


or the cord will break{", before his "March on Rome,” 
"The whole question has been approached in a fatally 
mistaken manner, Politicians ask what we want. We are 


not people who beat about the bush. We speak clearly. 


answered quite simply: the dissolution of the present 
Chamber, electoral reform, and elections within a short 


time from now. We have demanded that the State shall 
between the national and the anti-national forces. We 


ponement of the evacuation of the third vValmatic zone; 


we have asked for five portfolios as well as for the | 
| 


ministry of foreign Affairs, the War Office, the admiralty, 


the ministries of Labor and of Public Works, t am sure 


complete the picture, I will ada that I shall not take Ms 


and the reason is obvious when you remember that to keen 


fascismo still under my control I must of necessity have 


an unrestricted sphere of action both for journalistic 
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arrive at government by the window; we do not intend to 


give up this magnificent spiritual birthright for a 


| 
miserable mess of ministerial pottage, (Loud and pro- | 


longed applause). ... As a matter of fact, at turning-| 
points of history, force always decides when it is a | 
question of opposing interests and ideas, This is why 
we have gathered, firmly organized and strongly dis- 
ciplined our legions, because thus, if the question must 
be settled by a recourse to force, we shall win," 

On October 28th 8,000 Fascists surrounded Rome, 
They were more or less scattered around the country-side 
about the capital city, “in localities unsuited and in- 
sufficient to house them ," Moreover, they were badly 


armed, and quite disorderly. An Army general was one of 


the committee directing the Fascist uprising. Another | 


general had given military organization to the Fascists. 


! 
, | Altogether there were five generals commanding the popes 
groups planning to march on Rome, The Chief of the Navy, 


Theon de Revel, and the Chief of the Army, Diaz, aided the 


2 i 
conspiracy. Italy i | 


| - | 


The regular army was concentrated in Kome at 


that particular time, Obviously, the regular army could 


have easily stopped the Fascists from invading Rome - 


1 San Severino "Mussolini" - P, 171 ] 


- Salvemini "Recovery Through Revolution” - P. 266; Adolfo 

Zerboglio, Il Fascismo (1922) Pp. 5-6 and footnote; Luigi 
Villari, "The Awakening of Italy Pp. 175-180, "The | 
Fascist Experiment™ P, 162; Guiseppe Prezzolini | 
"Fascism" (1926) P, 52. | 
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if the military staff had willed it. On the 27th of 
October, theFacta cabinet tendered its resignation, "But 


on 26 October Facta was challenged by certain tfascisti to 


hand in his resignation at once; and, that very evening, 


in an emergency Cabinet meeting, summoned in the hope of | 


finding a middle course that would save appearances, all 

| 
the Ministers decided to place their portfolios at the | 
Premier's disposal. But on 27 October the Hascisti, 


| 


unsatisfded, and, with threats of risings, insisted that | 


in the name of their leader, declared themselves still 


Facta should agree to their demand, whereupon that ex- 
cellent man that very evening tendered to the King the 
resignation of the entire Cabinet, 


+ 


2 "And that very night of 27-28 October, which | 
saw the opening of the ministerial crisis, saw the be- | 
ginning of the Fascist revolt and the mobilization of the 
armed Irregulars, the attempts to occupy the Prefectures | 
of Upper Italy, and the organization of the March on 
Rome. The Ministry of the Interior was in an uproar; 
an hour before dawn the Cabinet met and resolved upon 
resistance and the proclamation of martial law through- 


out the Kingdom, The decision was brought to the King, 


and telegraphed to the Prefects with orders to put it into 


force at noon (28 October). A proclamation to all 
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citizens was printed. It bore the names of all the ! 
Ministers, and denounced the Fascist rebellion."+ | 
The Fascists had taken possession of the city | 

halls, post offices, railway stations; more Fascist bands. 
) 


were gathering towards Rome. Furthermore, it is in- 


portant to note that the King refused to attach his sig- | 


nature to the proclamation of martial law that had been | 
drawn up by facta, On the 3lst the Fascists entered 


Rome meeting with no opposition or resistance, There WES 
} 
no revolution, merely a coup d*tetat, The March on Rome | 


was "staged as a spontaneous popular rising, but in | 


reality carried out by a clique of high military authori- 
ties. This coup dtetat was directed not against Bol- | 
shevism, but against the vUhamber of Beneeingee | 
The King appointed Mussolini Premier, and he 
formed a coalition cabinet of fascists, Nationals, and 
Liberals, besides a few members of the People's Party. 
The Cabinet, however, was dominated by the Fascists and 
the Nationalist allies, In the Chamber of Deputies the | 
moderate group followed #ascist leadership since they | 
were opposed to socialists and communists. Bee here 
the moderate group withdrew their support when the 
Fascists made it clear that they meant to use the devices 


of autocracy and terrorism to suppress proletarian dis- 
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| 1. Sturzo "Italy and Fascismo" - P, 118 


Salvemini "Recovery Through Revolution" - P, 266 
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i} 
turbances and to maintain themselves in power. But the 


Fascists soon proved that they could govern without that | 
support. Mussolini made some attempts to preserve the | 
institutions and practices of parliamentary government, | 
Of course, Mussolini made it plain that he would ignore | 
Parliament if it should withhold from him the extra- 
ordinary governmental powers which he desired; all out-_ 


side opposition was being crushed by repressive govern- 


mental measures against public criticism of the new | 
regime. Opposition was also being crushed by the violent 


acts of private Fascist bands, 
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Constitutional Dictatorship 


"HONOURABLE MEMBERS, - - I perform today in this 


} 
i} 


jhall an act of formal deference towards you for which I do 


“not expect any special gratitude,” Thus began Mussolini, 
‘the newly appointed Fascist Premier of Italy in a speech 
delivered in the Chamber, November 16, 1922.1 The follow- 
‘ing are excerpts from the same speech: "I could have 
ar daee our victory much further, and I refused to do so. 
I imposed limits upon my action and told myself that the 


truest wisdom is that which does not forsake one after 


victory. e e« L believe also that I shall be giving ex- 


i 


‘pression to the thoughts of a large part of this assembly, 
and certainly of the majority of the Italian people, if lI | 


‘pay a warm tribute to our Sovereign, who, by refusing to 


permit the useless reactionary attempts made at the 
‘eleventh hour to proclaim martial law, has avoided civil 
war and allowed the fresh and ardent Fascista current, 
newly arisen out of the war and exalted by victory, to pour 
itself into the sluggish main stream of the State... 
All the problems of Italian life - all, I say - have long 


‘since been solved on paper; but the will to put these 


solutions into practice has been lacking. The Government 


today represents that firm and decisive widl ."* 


1 San Severino "*Mussolini® - P. 207 


2 
Ibid. P, 208-209 
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Legal recognition of the Fascists came in January 
1925 when the new Government recognized the Fascist bands 

‘as "Voluntary Militia for the National Safety." They wer 
“legally entrusted with regular police functions, and were 

paid with the taxpayer*s money. The officers and soldier 
of the Militia swore a personal oath of fealty to Mussolini 
They were given the power and the opportunity to suppress 
all opposition either by legal action or by illegal 


eaenee 


| The press was suppressed; all publications be- 


“came subject to the control of the Fascist Party. All 


‘aie dissolved by law in November 1926, and prison sen- 
tences were pronounced upon those who tried to revive the 


parties or who carried on propaganda for their doctrines. 


|Even meetings in private houses might be declared illegal. 


|Letters were opened by the police. Opposition to Fascism 


parties and associations that were hostile to the Fascists 


‘led to the dismissal of public officials, judges, teachers, 


barristers, solicitors, chemists, engineers, and journalists. 
University professors were (and still are) obliged to = 
an oath of allegiance to the Fascist regime, and then 

| 5Seiee themselves to the purpose of forming citizens de- 


voted to the regime, The Fascists no longer recognize 


any individual liberties as sacred, For their authority 
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eee or 
they rely principally upon moral intimidation, physical 
compulsion, official censorship, and propaganda. During 

the first few years of the regime the Government tolerated 
kidnappings, beatings, and slayings which were inflicted by 


private bands of Fascists, sometimes in retalliation, other 


times without any provocation, Laws have made it a crime 
to criticize the Government, or to conduct propaganda for 
doctrines or associations that have been dissolved by the 
Government, or to spread false or "exaggerated" news abroad 
about the internal conditions of the country. For these 
political crimes, which are punishable by imprisonment, the 


laws provide for the establishment of a special tribunal’, 


the procedure of which resembles a court martial. There 
is a very rigid control of all published opinions, The law 
requires every newspaper or periodical to be operated under 
jthe control of a director approved by the Government. The 


law limits newspaper contributors to persons registered by 


government controlled syndicates of journalists. Further- 


more, the Government vigorously prosecutes and suppresses 
socialist and liberal periodicals; other critical journals 
shave been fascistized - notably the famous Corriere della 


Sera, The police have been given the power to put under 


their surveillance, or to intern on small islands or 


| 
| 


The onee +. tribunals are composed of a general and five 
O aS who have sworn "to obey the _ 


orders of the Duce without discussing them." 
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secluded villages, all who have been tried and sentenced, 


capable of prejudicing national interests," 
have hever been tried or sentenced, 

of the Fascist State. 

| 


bureaucratic machine which controls labor. 


employers, employees, and the professional 


sentation of the professional classes. 


given them, 


fidence of the Fascist Party. They may be 


and have already served their terms, plus those "who have 
manifested the deliberate intention of committing acts sub- 


versive of the social, economic, and national order, or 


These are direct evidences of the despotic nature 
The Corporative State of Italy is a Fascist 


necessary relations between capital and labor a single 
organization has been established in each province. 


organization enjoys legal recognition for each group of 


legally recognized organizations are grouped together into 
thirteen national federations in the following manner: 
six for the representation of the employers, six for the 
representation of the employees, and one for the repre- 
The officiais of 
the organizations have a monopoly of legal representation 
Moreover, they must "give an undoubted 


guarantee of national loyalty which means enjoy the con- 


Government, “if they fail to manifest a sufficient dose of 


even if they 


For the 


This 


classes. The 


removed by the 


2 
Coker "Recent Political Thought" - P. 467 


1 givemini "Recovery Through Revolution" - P, 266-267 
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fundoubted national loyaltyt,+ The legal recognition of 


the organization may be withdrawn by the Government. There 
fore, in order to enjoy the privileges of recognition, the 
members must consent to be controlled by men in the con- 
fidence of the party. However, the law admits existence 
of de facto organizations, but obviously none have dared 

to organize, for such an attempt would expose the leader 
"to every penalty threatening those who ‘show the de- 
liberate intention of subve#ting the national afderee 


The membership in the legally recognized organizations is 


not obligatory for the employers, employees, and persons 

of the professional classes, but the labor exchanges which 
provide work for the unemployed must give precedence to 
members over non-members. Furthermore, everyone, members 
or non-members, is required to contribute annual dues. The 


members of the employers’ associations elect their leaders, 


subject to the confirmation of the election by the Govern- 


ment. The leaders of the employees and professional 


associations or unions are appointed in the following 
manner: Mussolini appoints a national leader for each of 
the national confederations, the Fascist party appoints a 
secretary for each district, and that secretary appoints 
the secretary for each organization within his district. 


The secretary of the organization has the power to expel 


1 salvemini "Recovery Through Revolution" - P. 267 


2 
Ibid 
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35. | 
any members, who, in his opinion, are “undesirable from a 
moral or political point of view. "The employers’? class 
is an active factor and controls its own affairs; the 
classes comprising the workers and the professions are 
passive, subject to what their officials think fit.” 

The contracts for wages, and hours of work, etc., 
are drawn up by representatives of the employers and by the 
officials who run the employee's unions. These contracts 
are binding on all the employers and on all the employees o 
workers - whether or not they are members of the organiza- 
tions involved. Whenever disagreements or disputes arise, 
they are settled by a court of labor which has jurisdiction 
over contracts in course of execution or new ones, The 
court of labor consists of a judge and two experts who must 
be graduates of a University. Consequently, the workers 
are automatically excluded from the courts. 

Strikes are absolutely forbidden and are punished 
by a@ progressive scale of penalties, the maximum of which 
is seven years imprisonment. Moreover, lockouts are also 
forbidden, Therefore, the law fordes the working-men to 
labor under threat of imprisonment. However, the law does 
not force the employer to give work if he declares himself 
unable to maintain the old wages any longer. In such an 


event, the stoppage of work is then called a "closing down 


“salvemint ?. 267 
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which has been induced by a "justified" motive. In review, 
the laws provide for thirteen great associations: six 
federations each of employers and employees (Industry, 
Commerce, Agriculture, Sea and Air Transport, Land Trans- 
port and Inland Navigation, and Banking) and a single 
federation of “independent artists, artisans, and pro- 


‘ if 
fessional men.™ 


The municipal elections have been abolished, 
Officials, known as "Podesta," are appointed by the Govern- 
ment. 

The laws or decrees have nullified all responsi- 
bility of the ministry to Parliament. The King remains 
formally the constitutional executive, but, by law of 1925, 
the premier - selected by the King without consulting 
parliamentary opinion and responsible only to the King - 


is made "Head of the Government," with authority to issue 


decrees having the full force of law, The other ministers 
are subordinates, not colleagues, of the premier.” 

The remains of constitutional democracy were 
destroyed by the laws of February, March, and Decenber, 
1928, when these laws abolished the old Chamber of Deputies, 
and established as a substitute the new “corporative par- 
liament." This parliament consists of 400 members, who 


represent not local constituencies, but official groups 
1 Henry R. Spencer, "Government and Politics of Italy" P.258 


2 
| Coker “Recent Political Thought" - P, 469 
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37. 
created by the Government; namely, the thirteen federation 
neanserte above, and twenty-odd non-inecorporated organiza- 
tions, such as the National Association of State Employees, 
the Disabled Soldiers Association, the Universities, and 
the National Association of Primary Schools. The four 

hundred members of the new parliament are elected in a 

unique way. Officials, who are not members of the legally 
‘recognized organizations, meet in Rome. The central executive 
of each of the national federations announces the names of 
the candidates for his own organization. It then becomes 


the duty of the audience to applaud the list of about 


1000 candidates, This list is then "presented" to the 


Grand Council of Fascism which is comprised of thirty 
members appointed by Mussolini. The task of the Grand 
Couneil is to "designate" 400 deputies by selection from 
the "presented" list or by selecting other names not in- 
eluded on the list, The list of the 400 "designated" 
deputies next goes to the electorate for "ratification." 
The whole country comprises a gingle electoral consti- 


tuencye The obligation the voter must fulfill is to 


declare whether or not he accepts - by yes or no — the 
sole and whole list of 400 candidates "designated" by the 


Grand Council. Therefore, there is no opposition from th 


press, from any party or organization. Neither is there 
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any propaganda or opposing candidates. If the voter does 
not go to the polls, he automatically reveals himself as 
an opponent to the Fascist regime. The electorate is 
confined to Italian citizens, twenty-one years of age (or 
eighteen years for married citizens having children), of 


the following groups: those who pay syndicate dues or a 


certain amount in taxes; those who receive a regular pay- 
ment from the state or from a province or commune; clergy | 
of the Romen Catholic Church or of other churches recog- 
nized by the CPN, When the voter goes to the polls, 
he receives two distinctly different ballots, one tri- 
color for “yes" and one white one for "no," He is allowe 
to vote secretly by putting one ballot in the ballot-—box, 
but the unused ballot must be returned to the election 
inspector. 

The law declares that the new parliamentary 


chamber must "cooperate with the government." in other 


words, the chamber must cooperate with the “Head of the 
Government" and the Grand Council of Fascism, which is, 
incidentally, the "Grand Council of the National State." 
Moreover, the new parliament has no power of initiative; 


it acts only on proposals submitted by the "Head"™ and may 


discuss only these proposals, which include a nominal 


right to criticize; it may not reject said proposals. 


Coker "Recent Political Thought” - P, 47 
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"The *Corporative Chamber’ is always unanimously in agree- 


ment with the Government. The essential principle on which 
this constitution is based, is expressed in the sentence: 


4 


"Mussolini is always right*," Furthermore, the law makes 
a provision regulating the present incumbent's successor 


who is to be appointed by the King from a list of names 


submitted by the Grand Council. "Thus power centers 


finally in a single person, who is both "leader of fascism" 
(duce del fascismc)and “head of the government" (capo del 
governo). He makes the appointments to superior positions 
in the party, selects the members of the Grand Council of 
Fascism (which nominates the candidates for the Chamber of 
Deputies), and ratifies or vetoes the governmental deci- 


sions of the Council."* 


"The foundation of Fascism is the conception of 


the State, its characters, its duty and its aim. Fascism 


conceives of the State as an absolute, in comparison with 
which all individuals or groups are relative. .. Whoever 
says Fascism implies the State,."9 "Having created the 


Fascist party, I have always dominated it.” 


Salvemini “Recovery Through Revolution” —- P. 269 


2 
Coker “Recent Political Thought" - P. 470 


Mussolinits article on "Fascism" in the Encyclopedia 
Italiana, 19352. 


bs Mussolini - "My Autobiography" - P. 296 (1928) 
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Fascism as a Philosophy 


"In its spirit as in its exterior form, the 


Fascist State is the exact opposite of the liberal- 


democratic State, which had brought the Italian nation to 


the verge of ruin. It is solidly rooted in the theories | 


of Fascism which the Revolution has thoroughly realized 


with inflexible consistency. The creation of a State of. 


truly sovereign authority, which dominates all the forces 


in the country, and which at the same time is in constant 
contact with themmasses, guiding their sentiments, edu- 
cating them and looking after their interests: this is 
the political conception of Westen: 

Fascism has at all times put far more emphasis 


upon practical achievements than upon possibly unattain- 


| 
1} 
| 
| 


able and theoretical ideals. Whatever general hypotheses 


and propositions have been formulated as a t'ascist program 


have not come from a theoretically-minded founder. Musso- 


lini as the political leader has been popular, inspiring, | 


and forceful in the eyes of his followers. However, we 
can not find in him the high level of "erudition, range 
of information, and dialectal skill" evinced by Lenin. 
Mussolini has scorned abstract thinking, and has exalted 


fascism "by contrasting its live reality to the sterile 


theory of other movements,” "Fascism is based on reality, 


lroeco "The Transformation of the State", in “What is 
Fascism and Why" (Sillani) - P. 16 
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Bolshevism is based on theory. . . We want to be defi- | 
nite and real. We want to come out of the cloud of 
discussion and theory." Again he states: "My program 
is action, not talk." To support this statement of his 


leader, Alfredo Rocco tells us that: "It is true that 


fascism is, above all, action and sentiment, and that 
such it must continue to be, Were it otherwise, it could 
not keep up that immense driving force, that renovating 
power which it possesses, and would merely be the soli- 
tary meditation of a chosen few." | 
In spite of the fact that fascism formulates 
theories and explanations after and not before it takes | 
direct action, it has nevertheless, constructive and 
comprehensive aims, It desires the fundamental re- 
organization and stimulation of Italian life, and the 
restoration (actually the tascists might well consider it 
the establishment) of the power and prestige of the 
Italian governmental authority. In pursuit of these ocak 
it displays a combination of realism and idealism. 
fascism "disparages any political philosophy that would 
have action wait until a formulation of some systematic | 
program has been agreed upon among theorists and under- 


2 
stood and approved by the populace." Bascism is 


described and applauded as empirical and pragmatic, 


i-bkS— — + 


Rocco "Political Doctrine of Fascism" - P. 10 


xokwe "Recent Political Thought, Fascism" - P, 473 | 
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since it acts first, and theories, if at all, afterwards. | 
Consequently, the Hascist creed is derived from ex- 
perience and not from reasoning. The principles of 
Fascist structure and methods are adopted from time to 
time; moreover, they must prove themselves workable in 


attaining its objects, "They are, therefore, not fixed 


a 
and are not necessarily consistent one with another,” | 


The Fascist philosophers explain that their doctrines ane 


| not to be found in formal treaties, but rather in the | 


deeds and proposals of men who are in power to bring about 


Sa 
the aims of Fascism, 


Leading Fascists place great emphasis on the 


: ; | 
State, "or nation - an independent entity," and the Spaee 
| i ; . 
| of popular zeal to fascism, The will of the State con- | 


sists in a hereditary ruler and is interpreted and | 


formulated in decrees of party "heads" and councils. 
Furthermore, this will is accepted by officially Fle ay 
representatives of the citizens. Gentile maintains that 
Fascism is a return to the Italian idealism of Mazzini | 
and the Resorgimento period, Its mood, under this view, | 


is that of a great religious crusade; its goal is to make | 


Italy and its government strong and illustrious; all its | 
| policies of economic and cultural regeneration are only 


means to that end.” 


— | “coker “Recent Political Thought, Fascism" - P, 473 | 
 8Gentile "Che cose e il fascismo" - P.47; cf Ibid. PP.61-63 


| 
| Stpia, PP. 13-16 | 
| 


,abtewiod te flees: 


ty — “, ae «bee 
A -xo morr bev: 


ly « ac. mit * ut ie 
30) SEL TroOBrea Gis = 


> 


baevcohbe enn & 


> etutousds Falp 


ox9 a toi {rroe. 


braot sti 


LOT OLS 
: 


| oa * 
‘ae eicli Ses. iO ef 
; | 
Y { 2; . : : 2 t axes hl 7 
) 7) a A ~ a . i ; gaia a Dhade »'s ul 
bo 
é 
ard : : so she? " 
TOp4 Fi J mo JtebRmeceDRL MS -<- BOLISa to 
‘ ‘ 
7 F 
7a - « ur ‘ * c we 
+ - oO . e 593854 "OU ' 2598) SeL0 
7 


a 4 . 
al . ~ i 

Con . roo D (© Deu SALE 
” 
, 

i} 

_ 

‘ 

; | C iw ‘aldd,, srourts 


4 +3 
. : f ‘* rm r weer a 
A. : ; Ww MiisJyat B eh Masi 


‘3 ster Bert re (+ Rive 
ely rey , co OVMIMERTOLON ony DOS 

t me q 

ay a) 

. sirro vorakitet Jeeta ee to vB shee 

f > | 


, 


‘or : a7 f : 270 is ¥ feantrerr SVOR ‘edt Bbire ¥ ies ws) 


va 


rhe SO Tesh 


; ie ” 7 on 
aS me 


oe = 13, —= 


The ideals of the Italian State are now deter- | 
| 


mined and expressed by Il Duce, Mussolini, Afteawards 


they are explained and expounded by a few theorists who 


| 
are ardent fascists, Coker states that: "Most important 
| 


among the Fascist theorists are the following: Alfredo | 


Rocco, formerly professor of commercial law at the Uni- | 


j 
versity of Padua, ardent Nationalist from before the ters 
of Htascism, minister of justice from January 1925 till | 
July 1932, and author of the most important political | 


measures of the fascists; Giovanni Gentile, a leading 


Hegelian philosopher in Italy, a Fascist only after 1922, 


minister of public instruction from 1922 to 1924, and 


author of the drastic educational reforms; Enrico Corra- 
dini, senator, chief theorist and propagandist of nation- 


alism in the decade before Fascism; Luigi Federzoni, one 


of the founders of the Nationalist party, minister of 


colonies in the first Fascist cabinet, later minister of | 
) 
interior and minister of colonies, president of the 
Senate since 1929; Maurizio Maraviglia, formerly head of 


the Fascist propaganda bureau, "+ 


"Fascism has a theory, which is an essential 


part of this historical phenomenon, and which is respon- 


sible in a great measure for the successes that have 


} 
been achieved. To the existence of this ideal content 


; 
} 


of Fascism, to the truth of this Fascist logic we 


a = : i 


“i 
Coker - "Recent Political Thought" - P, 474 
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aseribe the fact that though we commit many errors of 
detail, we very seldom go astray on fundamentals. ... | 
Fascism, moreover, considered as action, is a typically 
Italian phenomenon and acquires a universal validity 
because of the existence of this coherent and organic 
doctrine. The originality of Fascism is due in great 
a 


part to the autonomy of its theoretical principles. 


"The painful period of anarchy was arrested by 


the coming of Fascism, which, by restoring order and 
discipline to the country, was obliged to bring about th 
transformation of the state in accordance with its own 
fundamental doctrine, which is eminently social and 
therefore clearly anti-individualistic, fascism has 
indeed an organic and historical theory of society, 
opposed to the traditional conception - atomistic and 
materialistic as it is - of liberalism, Society must be 


considered as an imperishable organism where life extends 


beyond that of the individuals who are its transitory 
elements, ‘These are born, grow up, die, and are sub- 
stituted by others, while the social unit always retains 
its identity and its patrimony of ideas and sentiments, 


which each generation receives from the past and trans- 


mits to the future, According to the Fascist con- 


ceptions, therefore, the individual cannot be considered 


tRoeco "Political Doctrine of Hfagéism"™ - Pp,,. LO-11 
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as the ultimate end of society. Society has its own | 
purposes of preservation, expansion and perfection, and 
these are distinct from the purposes of the individuals 


who at any one moment compose it. In the carrying out 


of its own proper ends, society must make use of in- 
dividuals." 

Fascism exemplifies absolute sovereighty, legal 
and moral of the national state, Society is thought of 


the nation which is based on "persistent 'Biological' 


similarities that reveal themselves in unities of 

: 2 | 
language, custom, and religion." "The one-party state, 
the totalitarian state, is merely an instrument thpough 


which the dictator operates, He becomes the modern 


counterpart of the deified Roman emperor and the king by 
Divine Right,"° The interests of the national state | 


must take precedence over interests of citizens, whether 


they are in harmony or conflict. "An Nation is not a 
homogeneous and compact mass. It is divided into 


classes, the interests, prejudices and feelings of one 


class differ from those of all the others, and often in | 
the same social class the mood varied from year to year."* 
| 
a 


Rocco "The Transformation of the State" in "What is | 
Fascism and Why" (Sillani) P. 17-18. | 


2 
Coerk "Recent Political ‘thought" - P, 475 


3 
_#ascism, Christian Social Justice Fund. 


. Salvemini "Recovery Through Revolution, Italy in the 
Throes of Fascism" - P, 276 
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fascists maintain that Italy needs law, order, 
and efficiency instead of liberty. However, it is some 


times said that liberty is possible only under rigid en- 


forcement of law, order, and efficiency. And then mora 
or spiritual liberty is something to be achieved under 
or received from a state that is both strong and pro- 
gressive. "If liberty is understood not as a right but 


a duty, then there is no opposition between authority 
1 
Li 


and freedom. "Thus always the maximum of liberty 
coincides with the maximum of State force."* The in- 
dividual has rights in so far as the State confers them; 
and his will counts, in political decisions, only when | 
it is "legitimate" - that is, when it “coincides with bie 
will of the State."” 

As for the use of individuals in event of war, 
Fascism maintains that "a war for the preservation, 
expansion, or exaltation of a nation may be supremely 
justifiable, even though it may frustrate the special 
interests of a very lesser group and destroy the lives 
_ of the nation's most worthwhile gitisens."* 
Therefore, we see that the aims of tascism AY 


be reduced to one end: namely, to substitute for the 


weak and degrading doctrines of individual equality, 


1 voker “Recent Political Thought" - P, 477 
a Et 
Gentile "Che cose e il Fascismo"” - Pp, 49-50 rs 

Ha) 


Ibid P, 34 (Rocco "Political Doctrine of Fascism" P 20-29 
4 Coker P, 476 | 


Se ae ; oe, 
ee bebe <opratt ies Stdtere Og, ab. Yate a oe Sisct ieee Baer . wa 


AStom sedt bays Yonolott? Be | os i t to vost 
tobi boveinor ad o¢ a ydzedt tf MN Eeuticion 2 1° 
-O%9G Dae srotdye dtod at addy, | : [. heviesor tO 
¥ x. peniled sovieaory | 


‘ 


ie Jilgit s 28 ton boos srefirtr af, 


YPTSdEL to’ mmixsm oft ayowtn Bgeeh u ie, sober? baa |. 
F S. . 
“at odt »99%0F StAtSieto purest fod ae be eebtortoo +. » 
| mods Etetmoo etes& ont ag tat o8 ah reat ae ee Vi 


Bhs 
|  BOtw kao adoletoss Isottiiog ng cata o PEL tee aid) Sag |) 
| ; “A i Vo 
pls -dciw neiiogioo” tt Aady on dant = “esdsitigs( oft; al 
| . Soy stes® oad to. Cr fw: | 
fe ® vhevo cl elecbivisal t6° senteae eos oA | 
| efOL gC AVvIsssry aiy «o* caw eB" sens ante sn chat GMetosat + e ‘3 


Ylometqre ot vom sotded 2 to soPted inxs ote ~1Olsiecxoe 


[sloecqs out edetépiert yan! oi nnvone nese ,sideri liars 


ovIl edt yottaeh bas apes <ondat yiIey & To etberecnt 
| ‘ é | 
-coesitio slidwitrow Jats ie taobtem sft to | 7 
pax maiosst to amte ons dud see, @p otetasent ; 


‘T otutliadwe of ~ylemed 2hn9 656 Cee Spaubes dd 


P Wipy tosblwingl t6resmrtsoor au tpactag, bas tasw 


snnaepnptng wa AOE 


Te) Pe 
ee) g 


¥ , Pd cies. 
BoM cer oak oa 
a) gu Pe Pus ’ ae 


er 
o 


~ 


| 


I —————————— — a = mas 


| 


4.7 
freedom, and right, an organic nation, hierarchical, yet 


constitutional, composed of and maintained by the minority 


of able and discerning citizens, who must hold the 


majority of “commonplace individuals” in abeyance so long 


as they fail to understand and appreciate the signifi- 


cance of the national aspirations which happen to be more 


"important" and "permanent" than the scope of their 


_limited hopes and beliefs, 


Finally, instead of the expression of democracy, 


in the words "Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity," the 


Fascists express their philosophy in "three words of a 


higher, purer, and more noble significance, to wit, 


"Responsibility, Discipline, and Hierarchy," which en- 


| courage a man to employ all his faculties in an effica- 


* * : > * * LJ Bs 
cious participation in the national life," 


lL 


Emilio Bodrero "Mussolini and the Dictatorship of Italy" 
in Otto Forst-Battaglia, "Dictaborship on Trial" - P. 25 
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LE FASCISI COMME PHILOSOPHIE 


; Comme toute saine conception politique, le 


fascisme est a la fois pratique et pensee., C'est une 

| action animee par une doctrine, Cette doctrine est nee 
| d*un systeme donne de forces distoriques, elle y reste 

| intimement liee et lui imprime son impulsion interieure. 
Il a done une forme correspondant aux contingences de ) 


} 
| lieu et de temps, mais il a en meme temps un contenu ideal) 


| guie l'eleve au rang de verite superieure dans l'histoire 
de la pensee, 
On ne saurait agir spirituellement sur le monde, 


| comme volontes dominant dtautres volontes, sans une con- 


ception de la realite passagere et particuliere sur 
| laquelle il faut agir, et de cette autre realite per- 
manente et universelle a laquelle la premiere emprunte 


son etre et sa vie. Pour connaitre les hommes, il faut 


connaitre 1*homme; et pour connaitre l'homme, il faut | 
connaitre la realite et ses lois. Il n'y a pas de con- 
| ception de 1'Etat qui ne soit pas foncieremont ume con- 
ception de la vie. C'test une philosophie ou une intuition, 
un systeme d'idees qui se traduit dans une construction | 


| logique ou qui se resume dans une vision ou dans une foi, | 


Mais c'est toujours, au moins virtuellement, une conception 
= 5 
organique du monde, | 


| 
_ Mussolini, Le Fascisme, Doctrine Institutions, Paris, | 
-Deno&l et Steele, 19, Rue Amelie, 19, 1933 
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“The Achievements of Fascism 

"Immediately on entering Italy, whatever one's 
social contiguities may chance to be, one gets an im- 

| pression of force of character, liveliness of temperament, 
Lae energy of mind, Post-war Italy, throughout the body 


politic, strikes the visitor as strangely alert, self- 


trustful, ambitious, and constructive - a people somewhat 


excitable by nature, no doubt, but a people cohesive, 
orderly, and keenly diligent.” 

The achievements of fascism must necessarily be 
judged chiefly from the point of view of political economy, 


| Consequently, let us consider the political and economic | 


achievements that have been brought about under the Fascist 


dictatorship in Italy since its acquisition of power, 


| "Fascism promises a great many things. It is all 


| things to all men. It promises to further the interests | 


of all the people. It says it is going to end the con- | 


| flict between capital and labor by ‘harmonious collabora- | 


tion', It says it is going to end the conflicts within | 


industry by restraining competition and eliminating waste, 


It says it is going to end the conflicts in political life 


by throwing out the corrupt bureaucracies of the old 


parties and abolishing the meaningless parliamentary 


squabbles of democratic procedure. It promises first, 
—— : | aaa = = = — — ===——————————— = = se 
! 


x 
Edward P, Bell "Europe's Economic Sunrise" (Chicago ) 
Daily News) - 1927 | 
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‘therefore, social peace and unity. 


| "It promises, in the second place, both internal 


‘anda external expansion for the economic life of the nation. 
| It promises independence of foreign products, economic 
self-sufficiency, the home market for home-producers. It 
promises at the same time an increased export trade, a 


capture of new markets, colonial or foreign. | 


} "It promises, in the third place, a higher 
_standard of living within a nation. MThis it calls 
| | 
‘socialism, because in the countries in which it has 
I} 


| appeared the word socialism, if interpreted loosely, has a 


i 1 
certain popular appeal." 


The social peace and unity of a nation depend | 


quite largely upon the soundness of its economic is ussa | 


and especially its operation, It will be well for us to | 


review briefly the financial steps which were taken by the 
_ pre-Fascist administrations to liquidate the tremendous 


war expenditures incurred during the World War. The reason 


for such a procedure will seem obvious at a later point, | 


for indeed, the contrasts to be found in the divergent 


principles of government finance are very evident. 
During the pre-tascist administrations, the 


economic life of the Italian nation may be characterized 


as one of normal post-war reaction and recovery. Indeed, 
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Fascism, Christian Social Justice Fund. I 
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fortune to meet with a complex of favorable coincidences | 
which strongly contributed to recovery." France, Belgium, 
| and Luxemburg had employed many Italians for their war re- 


| construction work, since there was a shortage of available) 


It has been estimated that there were 1,200,000 Italians 


Be Ee a es === 


| 
| 


the economic recovery was already in progress by the end | 


of 1922, and continued for the next three years, which a 


the first years of the Fascist dictatorship. "The well- 


known old practitioner, Father Time, was doing his work. | 


Moreover, during those years the dictatorship had the good 


labor after the war because of great numbers of casualties. 


in those three countries in 1925, This had considerable t 


| to do with keeping the unemployed statistics at a low 


“period of prosperity throughout all the countries of the 
world, ' Especially did Italy benefit since large numbers | 
of tourists came to visit the country. In 1925 almost a 


‘million tourists came to Italy in observance of Holy Year; 


the average by year of tourists was about one half a 


i} 
i} 


| 
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million, The money derived from this source alone had 


considerable influence in helping to balance the budget 


figure during the early years of the Fascist regime. More- 


over, in 1923 and 1925, Italy had two outstandingly good 


harvests, Furthermore, about this time there was a general 


of international payments. M--ton University 


Salvemini "Recovery Through Revolution, Italy in the | 
Throes of Fascism." = P, 270 | 
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From 1918 to 1922 the average expense for war 


debts involved an average of one billion dollars per year,) 


and was met by increasing the public debt within that 


period by 2.5 billion dollars. Later, the Fascist Cabinet, 


was responsible for only $214,000,000 in 1922-23, 
$175,000,000 in 1923-24, $17,000,000 in 1925-26, and 
$8,000,000 in 1928-29, During 1923-25, on the other 
hand, the public debt was lowered by $150,000,000. Yet 
in 1925-26 it began to increase again, t'rom June 1925 
to June 1929 the public debt increased by 570,000,000. | 
"Taking into account the total amount of in- 
terest due, the debt with England at the beginning of 


1926 reached about 612 million pounds sterling, and 


towards the United States of America it amounted to about 


$2,042,000. | 


1925, Italy undertook to re-pay the United States this 


debt in sixty-two progressive annual instalments with an 


average interest of 0.42%; while by the London Agreement | 


of the 2%th January 1926 she undertook to pay the British. 


Government 277 million pounds sterling, inclusive of 
interest, in 62 years, The British Government restores 


2 
by annual amounts the Italian gold held in London.” 


+H, Hossi, 1 debiti pubbiici dello Stato del 30 guigno T 
1922 al 50 guigno 1929, in "Riforma Sociale," sett-ott.1950 


2 : 
What is Fasicm and Why? Fascist Finance - Antonio 
Mosconi, Minister of Finance - P. 221 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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The temporary decrease in State expenditures 
created a favorable state of affairs while it lasted, 
Obviously, during this time the Government should have 


sought to reduce the taxes and the public debt due to the 


i 


| 


fact that extraordinary war expenses had ceased. In addi- 


tion, the Government should have avoided incurring any 


more normal expenses than necessary. However, during oe} 
first two and a half years of the Fascist regime, the | 
normal expenditure had been reduced from ‘840,000,000 to 


$700 (00,000. 


Normal economic recovery was in progress in 
Italy up to 1925. After that the economic schemes of the 
Government changed radically. First of all, the re- | 
maining high military authorities who had not been exiled 


by Mussolini (because they favored the establishment of 


a republic) but had, incidentally, performed the coup 


d'etat, demanded an increase in military expenditures for 


the army, navy, aviation, and the colonies. Then the 


capitalists, who had heavily subsidized the Hascist move-_ 


ment and controlled the newspapers, believed that the 
Fascist Government should confer special benefits upon 
them, The truth of the matter was that they were in 
danger of bankruptcy and wanted the taxpayer's money used 
to liquidate them, Next, the Black Shirts, who had 

le of the Fascist party, wanted jobs 
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in theGovernment's bureaucracy or in public bodies con- 
trolled by the Government. Furthermore, if the regime | 
was to maintain itself successfully in power, it would be) 
necessary to increase the police budget in order to wrap 
the country in the necessary suppressing cloak of re- | 


pression and espionage. 


The first outstanding result of these demands 
was the general increase of normal expenditures in 1925; 


such increase was replacing extraordinary war expenses. | 
The normal expenditures increased from $700,000,000 in | 


1924-25 to $1,000,000,000 in 1928-29. | 
During 1923 and the early part of 1924, the | 
deflation and revaluation of the lira, which was begun 
by the pre-lascist administrations, continued under 
Mussolini. But in 1925 and 1926 the dictatorship, under 
the pressure of the industrialists, who were looking for 
an opportunity to make a profit, and the bankers who 


needed to be saved from bankruptcy, inaugurated a new 


policy of inflation, The lira now lost the ground that 


it had gained after 1920, in 1922 a dollar could be 
purchased for 21 lire, but in 1926 (August) a dollar was 
| 
flation had to be stopped to prevent disaster, ‘this was 


then’ equal to Si lire, Of course, the policy of in- 


accomplished with the help of American loans, and the | 


Z 
Relazione della Giunta Generale del Bilancio, 29 | 
Aprils 1932 - P, 37 ) 
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rate prevailing in 1922 before the *March on Rome't,"1 
At the same time that the lira became unstable, wholesale 


prices fell 34%. In order to prevent the fall of the lira 


i 
556 
lira was revaluated and stabilized at the rate of 19 lire 


to the dollar in 1927, "that is to say at almost the same 
] 


| 
| 
| 


after it had been stabilized, the Bank of Italy, which was) 


entrusted with the monetary policy by the Government, was 


compelled to buy systematically all lire which were emi- | 


grating as far as excess of imports over exports was to be, 


paid fore” When the wholesale prices on the internal | 


| market suddenly fell, and when at the same time there was | 


a depression in industry and agriculture, a tremendous 


circulation dropped from 20.1 billions on December 31, | 


reduction of circulation of paper lire was executed, ‘The > 


1926 to 16.9 billions in the autumn of 1929, | 
"In order to arrange the conditions necessary for 


the recovery of the currency, as early as May 1926 it was | 


| decided to unify the issue of bank notes, making the Bank | 


of Italy the sole issuing bank. The Bank of Naples and 


the Bank of Sicily, exempted from this service, attained 


_ greater importance as commercial institutes of credit in | 


economic work, especially in the southern provinces and 


the development of the vast and intensive financial and 


islands, } 


Salvemini "Recovery Through Revolution” - P, 271 | 
a | 
Ibid. ; 
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"After the issue of bank notes had been unified, 
| 


! 
| 
it was decided to withdraw and cancel the 25 lire notes, | 
to issue silver coins in place of the other bank notes, 
and to strengthen the Bank of Italy's reserves by means | 
of the money derived from the Morgan loan, which enabled 
a reduction amounting to three and a half milliards of the 
state debt towards the banks of issue. It was further 
decided to unify the circulation and to separate the ! 


management pertaining to special subsidies rendered 


banks, a settlement which hasalready yielded very note- ! 
worthy results that will permit it to be concluded 
definitely at no very distant date, 

"In the meantime a wise policy was pursued to 
regulate the influx of foreign capital into Italy, se- 
curing it on favourable terms and for productive works, 
that is to say, on conditions such as to yield good results 
in regard to the balance of payments. 

"The crowning of this vast plan was the stabi- 
lization by law of the lira and the cessation of forced 
currency sanctioned by decree - law of the 21st of 
December 1927, | 

"The new parity of the lira was fixed on the 


basis of 7,919 grammes fine gold for every 100 lire, that. 
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Rome the respective bank notes on presentation into gold, 


57 
sterling, and 3.66 to the pre-war gold franc. The Bank o 


Italy was instructed to exchange at its Head Office in i 


and, if so required, into foreign bills convertible in gold. 
"The excess value of the gold reserves and 

foreign bills resulting from the revaluation were assigned 

to the complete settlement of the advances received by the 


State in bank notes and other items pending between the 


| State and the Bank of Issue, 


"The decree=-law of the 2lst of December, 1927 
further made it compulsory for the bank of Italy to keep a 


reserve in gold or in foreign bills not below 40% of the 


face value of the notes in circulation and its other 


| obligations at sight. 


"In February and June 1928 further regulations 


were approved which gave complete settlement to this im- 


| portant matter also in regard to relations between the 


Issue Department and tne State, 


"Pursuing its action of monetary and financial 


adjustment, the Government abolished the restrictions of 


the previous years relating to the freedom of exchanges, 


taking into consideration the favourable influence the 


reform of the currency had produced on the movement of the 


exchanges themselves and on the reserves of the Issue 
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58. 
bepartment. Even during the great financial crisis in 
foreign countries, the lira has given sound proof of 
stability, not changing from the gold point and showing 
less fluctuation than the pound sterling, the mark, and 


other gold standards. ‘the government control over in- 


creases of capital and over the constitution of limited 


companies was likewise abolished, for, once the currency 
was stabilized, it became merely a vexatious and useless 
interference," 

Since 1924 the American laws have been more and 
more restrictive and have refused Italian immigration to 
this country. Moreover, the Italian Government, start- 
ing in 1926, has prevented emigration to all countries, 
The emigration crisis was acute in 1927, when foreign 
markets for labor could not relieve the increasing list | 
or uneuployed. 

In a speech of November 9, 1927, mussolini 


plainly admitted: "There has been a crisis and it has | 


been a grave one, It was bound to come because of the 
monetary policy for which the regime accepts full 
responsibility, What stage has the crisis reached? 
I am convinced that the peak is already past." The peak 
was not yet past, however, In another speech of June 22, 


1928, Mussolini stated: "I believe that the end is in | 


"Fascist Finance" - Antonio Mosconi, Minister of Finance,| 
in "What is Fascism and Why" - P, 222-223 
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sight," and on December 9, 1928: "We are out of the 
dangerous waters; we are in full convalescence." Yet on 
October 2, 1929, he was forced to admit that "These very 
days have seen the culmination of the crisis. We have lef 
the night behind and are marching toward thé dawn." The 
Wall Street crash came three weeks later, On December 18, 
1930, the Duce explained to the people that "Just as we 
were almost in sight of land, the American crisis of 


October 24, 1929, drove us back into the high seas," 


The expenditures of the Government were in- 
creased from one billion dollars in 1928-29 to 1.24 billio 
dollars in 1931-32. Within the same length of time the 
national debt increased by $500,000,000. Also, the cir- 
culation in paper lire further decrease from 16.9 billions| 
to 13.5 billions; wholesale prices lost 64% because of 
the depression which began in 1929.2 


Unemployment in Italy, between the end of the 


war and the “March on Rome," was highest in January 1922 


when it reached 606,000. In February 1952, however, it 
has reached more than twice that figure, or 1,147,600. 
"Either the situation in 1922 was considerably less 


catastrophic, or that of 1932 is much more catastrophic 


than the Fascists would like to make us believe;ar poth 
2 
Lal 


statements are true, 


I Relazione della Giunta Generale del Bilancio, 21. 


ui! Ir 


aprile 1932 - P. 36 | 
2 * 
Recovery Through Revolution" - Salvemini - P. 273 
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of what they were in 1926, Those of agricultural laborers 


j}adds the losses caused by increased unemployment to the 


run on time, The most important highways connecting the 


60 
Before the World War, wages were at 100, and the | 
cost of living was at 100. In the second half of 1922 | 
wages were at 505, and the cost of living at 498, by the 
second half of 1926 the cost of living had increased to 

653, whereas the wages increased only to 584, Thas, “the 
workers lost 15% of the advantage they had acquired by | 
1922,1 In April 1927 wages were reduced 10%; in 


October 1927 10% more, and by December 1930 they were 8% | 


lower in induetry and from 15% to 25% lower in Sri Cran 
"The average wages of industrial workers are today one half 
were reduced in many parts of Italy, particularly in | 
southern italy, much below one half. Meanwhile the cost 
of living did not change until the end of 1929, and only 
in the last two years it fell, but only by 25%. If one 


drop in real wages, one realizes the deterioration which 
has taken place in the standard of life of the Italian 
working class since 1922,%2 

For ten years theltalians have paid an average 
tax bill of one billion dollars, Obviously, some good 
must have been derived from such an expenditure of money:0 


ten billion dollars, The main lines of the railways now 


Ibid, | 
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modern construction methods. There have been public works 
_ established in large cities, The municipality of Rome 
| borrowed 50,000,000 at 8% interest in the United States | 
in order to renovate the center of Rome, “while under the | 


old regime any politician who would have incurred a foreign 


debt in order to beautify a city, would have been sent to 


jail like a criminal."+ Lana reclamation, which has been | 


going on for the past 50 years has been greatly intensi- 


fied by the Fascists, 


"Signor Mussolini admits that he has made, not a 


foreign, but a domestic war of conquest. This war within, 


Italy yielded to agriculture ‘ta new province’, It cost, 


| as war costs go, very little - about $25,000,000, It 
| added 400,000 acres to arable Italy. And the work is only) 


begun. These activities are mainly in the valley of the | 
| Po, and the Pontine marshes, and the arid stretches to- | 


ward the toe point of the peninsula, Irrigation and 


reclamation go hand in hand, the engineers of transporta- | 


| tion - the builders of more and better railroads and 


_motor roads - uniting with the engineers of the water's 
edge in opening outlets for the swelling production 


following upon the achievements of the experts in hy- ' 


| draulics, Hascismo has its gaze fixed upon more than | 


4,000,000 acres of additional farmland for feeding Italy's. 


| | 
|| Seago | 


Mortara - ii dil Riiceiche,,, 1927 - P, 442 
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Fascism cannot attain national sufficiency for 


the important reason that certain raw materials are abso- 


| lutely necessary for the continued operation of some of th 


Italian industries, and consequently, foreign markets must 


| be relied upon for supplies; moreover, since the domestic 


|market is not capable of using the industrial surpluses, 


it becomes urgent that the foreign markets absorb such 


| surpluses. "This expansion backed by the whole power of 
the centraliged tascist State, eventually will demand ex- 
clusive control over neighboring markets by forcible 

| annexation, or willcome into conflict with other expanding | 


Great Powers on pre-empted markets, In either case the 


outcome is war. Thus the Fascist promise of economic 


| self-sufficiency can never be kept, and that of economic 


| expansion abroad leads directly to another world catas- 
| trophe."* 
Fascism, by its very nature, fails to establish 


a higher standard of living. In 1926 the Charter of 


| Labour, which is the constitution of the Corporative State, 
/ 


| declares in Article VII: "The corporative state considers 


private initiative in the field of production as the most 


_ efficient and useful instrument in the interest of the 


nation." And in Article IX: "State intervention in pro- 


t “Europe's Economic Sunrise" - Chicago Daily News, savard| 
P, Bell - P, 134 


fascism, Christian Social Justice Fund 
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|for the regimentation of labor and trustification of in- | 


| Par 1 
‘dustry since it is not in actual existence, However, we | 


As aresult, not a single corporation has been formally 


| Corporative State has been taken with the creation of the 


636 


‘duction takes place only when private initiative is lacking, 


\when it is insufficient, or when the political interests of 
the State are involved." The Corporative State, although 


it provides for no strikes and the abolition of the strug- | 
i 


('gle between capital and labor, by putting the workers into | 


Fascist unions, and offers no protection to the small busi- 
| 


ness man, but does encourage the. existence of monopolies, | 
| } 


trusts, and cartels, has been, up to 1934, a mere fiction | 


may note the following report from the milan correspondent | 


of "The Times" for May 18, 1933: 


"The work will be done directly by the Minister 


of Corporations and hence these largely nominal bodies will 


be not merely, ‘organs of the State', as the theory demands, 


but really mere additional powers for present politicians, 


created," 


"A further step towards the construction of the 


teategory corporations! of industries. 


"The creation of the corporations was foreseen by 


the law of April 3, 1926; only now have they actually | 


taken LOTR ee .< is _ Now the category corporations have been 
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‘and others for the silk and cotton industries, ete, They 
‘will render the application of the corporative principle 


“more easy and practical, 


| representatives of masters and men of the particular 


category, of representatives of the two confederations to | 


sentatives of the Htascist party. Each will be presided 
over py an Under-Secretary of State, The function of each 
| wages, control of apprentices, social relations, and the 


relation between category and category. 


| provides for the following: 


workers (intellectual and manual) in any given branch of 


| a corporation, A corporation is constituted by decree of) 


set up - one, for example, for the iron and steel industry 


"Hach category corporation will be composed of 
| 
which the masters and men are attached, and of the repre- 


will be consultative and conciliatory. The category 


corporations will also be able to formulate rules about 


nt 


| 
The Law of April 3, 1926 in Article 42 definitely 


"The organs of co-ordination suggested by Arti- 


cle 3 of the Lawof April 3, 1926, have a national charac- | 
| 


| ter. They united the national production, employers and 


production, or for one or more given categories of 
industry or tradé, | 


"The organizations thus co-ordinated constitute 
| 


1 Schneider "Making the Fascist State" - May 1928 The Times 
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the Minister of Corporations," 

In Article 44 we find the following: 

"These corporative organs in order that they ma 
serve their purposes have among others the following 
functions: 

"a, To conciliate the controversies which may 
arise between the organizations co-ordinated and to draw 
the norms suggested in Article 10 of the Law of April 3, 
1926; 

"db. To promote, encourage and sustain all 
measures intended to co-ordinate production and improve 


its organigation; 


"oc. To establish employment agencies wherever 


their need is evident; where such offices may be estab- 
lished, a royal decree may prohibit independent mediation 
and the operation of other employment agencies; 

"d. To regulate training and apprenticeship, 


drawing up the general forms necessary to this end and to 


see that they are enforced, Such norms are to be applied 


! 
to all collective labor contracts." | 


In conclusion, we may say that the motivating 
power of the Italian economic machine is the profit 
system, in spite of the partial existence of the Corpora= 


tive State, 
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| which it adopts is of the same character, Fascism 


and an additional 1,250,000 temporarily unemployed. "We 


without the laissez-faire competition, but with the profit 


| which fascist 'propaganda' has encumbered it, and, when 


In 1930 the real wages of theltalian workers 
were only two-fifths of those of workers in creat Britain | 


and one-fifth of those of workers in the United Statese- 


In 1934 there were 1,500,000 unemployed workers besides, 


have seen the ‘torder' which Hascism established is essen- 
tially the old order reinforced by new methods and new 


expedients, it now becomes clear that the economic ‘order? 


achieves peace and harmony by suppressing its difficulties 


not by solving them, "” 


Dascism is a failure, since technology has solved 


the problem of production, but the profit system is unable 


to cope with the problem of distribution, "Fascism makes 
and can make no real effort to solve the problem; it is 
prevented from doing so by both its economic and psycholo- 
gical characteristics - it is itself the expression of 


popular fear of the new era and the popular psychological 
| 


attachment to the ola." FASCISM is state CAPITALISM | 


system, 


"When the ground is cleared of all the lies with 


one conscientiously strikes a balance of the advantages 


i eet = oe 


1 International Labour Office | 


Fascism, Uhristian Social Justice fund ' 
S Ibid. 
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and the damages, both economic and moral, which the tascis 


“regime has caused in Italy, the judgment of every honest 
person cannot be anything but highly unfavorable to the 


regime,"t 
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| Fascism Vonciliates Italy and the Vatican ) 
establish new and definite relations between Italy and the | 
| Vatican. 


| the Italian Government took the following steps by means 


| retrocession of the sacred convent of Assisi; (3) the 
| restoration of public worship in numerous churches and the 


restitution of several convents to religious orders; (4) 


, tional institutions, government offices, and to Parliament; 


| mission was nominated and installed by Rocco; this | 


After Fascism had been established as the ruling 


power of Italy, conditions became favorable to attempt to 


As preliminaries towards this reconciliation, 


of laws or other governmental measures: (1) the granting 


of Chigi Palace library to that of the vatican; (2) the | 


the recognition of papal titles and decorations; (5) the | 
re-establishment of religious instruction in primary 


schools; (6) the restoration of the Crucifix in educa- 


(7) the appointment of military chaplains and religious 


assistants to all the Balilla, which are the juvenile 


| Fascist groups or organizations, and to the Avanguardia, 


| which are boys’ groups for boys from 16 to 18 years of age, 


In 1924 Mussolini invited the Minister of Justice 


{| 


to form a mixed commission, with a view to studying a 


reform of ecclesiastical legislation, Finally the com- | 
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commission consisted of three eminent prelates, authorized 


by their superiors, and government representatives, all 


‘under the presidency of the under-Secretary of Justice, 
| After ten months the commission drew up two bills of law 


which met with the most lively A 


The “Osservatore Komano™ on January 11, 12, 1926 


| explained the matter in these terms: ", . . For that, it 


would be advisable, once the Law of Guarantees is abo- 


_lished - that so-called masterpiece of liberalism - to 


/assure to the Holy See the position of full and entire 


liberty, both apparent and effective, to which it has an 


"undeniable page Big -B then after a preliminary accord be- 


tween the two parties, to proceed to the reform of all 


_ unjust laws," 


On the 23d of February the Pope stated his posi- 
tion in a letter to vardinal Gasparri, the essence of 
which is: ) 

1. That the Holy See believed a change of 
method essential; 

2e That to obtain religious peace the three 
following points must be solved: 


ae the abolition of the Law of Guarantees 


be The assurance of apparent and effective © 
| 


independence to the Holy See, by a territorial arrangement 


Amedeo Giannini "The Conciliation Between Italy and the 


Vatican" - in "What is Fascism and Why?" (Sillani) P,4 
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ec. Along with the political accord, the 


formulation of a concordat which would serve as a basis 
x 


for new Italian ecclesiastical legislation, 
Later in a speech delivered to the Uhamber, Roeee 


announced the Government's intention to a change of method, 


"From the first weeks of 1924, conversations | 
were held between two high personages of the two Roman 
worlds, with a view to finding a basis of understanding, 
but without results. Shortly after Rocco's speech, in 
1926, new negotiations were undertaken by the two parties 
| through two confidential representatives, at first with a 
| purely private character but later, officially. Various 
| circumstances prevented the opening of official conversa- 


| tions before the end of 1928, Mussolini negotiated these 


in person in the early weeks of 1929, and about a month 
| later the agreements were concluded, The Holy See offi- 
cially announced these negotiations to the Diplomatic 


Corps accredited to it, and on the llth of february signa- 


tures were attached by Mussolini and VUardinal Gasparri at 
the Lateran Palace, Discussed and ratified by the Italia 


Parliament, these agreements went into effect June 11, 


after the solemn exchange of ratifications at the Vatican 
that same day, Long and laborious as the discussion had 


been, the conclusion was swift. 


1 Amedeo Giannini "The Conciliation Ketween Italy and the | 
Vatican" - in "What is Fascism and Why?" (Sillani) P, 47° 
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political treaty; (b) a financial convention; (ce) a con- | 


H 


"The acts signed are three in number: (a) a 


eordate*” 


"As a result of the "Vatican-Italian Accord" of 
February 1929, the bbeach (since 1870) between Church and 
State has been ended and a cooperation established. the 
Holy See now recognizes the validity of the Kingdom of 


Italy under its fascist auspices, and the government recog- 


| 


| 


| 


‘the Vatican" (about 100 acres in extent) and assures cer- 
jeults to preach and practise their creeds, but it makes ' 


prohibits all priests and members of vatholic religious 
\party' (which in effect prohibits their opposition to 
|\Fascist candidates at the polls. Mussolini insists, how- 


ever, that education, in so far as it has to do with the 


\shg@ping of the character and ideals of the youth, must be a 


nizes the temporal sovereignty of the Pope in the "City of | 


tain judicial privileges to the clergy in Italy. The state 


allows religious freedom in the sense that it permits all 


religious instruction in the vatholic faith compulsory for 


children of vatholic parents, The Holy See, on its side, 
orders from ‘joining or taking part in any political 


Fascism), but permits them to advocate popular support of 


monopoly of the state," 


Se +t 


Vatican" - in "What is Fascism and Why?" (Sillani) P. 48 | 
2 he om | 
Coker "Recent Political Thought" - Pp, 471-472 
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Emotional and Social Aspects of fascism | 


Fascism, which is maintained politically by a 


dictatorship, retains capitalism with newvweapons. aAnd what 


is capitalism? "Capitalism in its most highly developed 
form is a mass production for mass consumption, financed 


nationally and internationally by anonymous capital." 


|Besides these political and economic aspects, fascism from 


an emotional point of view appearls to and encourages the 


| 
‘spirit of nationalism, "But the last century and a half | 
has been one in which at least the forms and phrases of 
democracy were widely current; political action in one sha , 
lor another has become the habit of the whole people. .. 


Not only revolutions, but counter-revolutions as well, are 


to-day made by the masses, In our times only the masses 
(can defeat the masses. the tide of popular discontent and 


‘despair demanding a new order can be stemmed only by the 


|tide of popular discontent and despair cleaving to the 


old order, ‘that is the emotional basis of Fascism, Lt 


is the instinctive recoil of the peoplefrom the mental re- | 


‘orientation necessitated by a changing world, it is the 
_psyechological lab which holds ways of thinking behind ways 


jof living. It is this psychological backwardness which 


lures the masses into the fascist parties to defend the 


|very system which is ruining them, it is this psycholo- 


wussolini, from a speech delivered to Council of 
_ Corporations, Nov. 14, 1933, quoted by butt - P. 194 
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gical backwardness which is encouraged by all the forces o 
propaganda, newspapers, radio, movies, sermons, textbooks, 


cheap literature, which are in the hands of the vested 


interests. It is this psychological backwardness which 


allies itself with and expresses itself through all the 


most primitive and the most pernicious mass emotions 
persisting in society." 

Of the mass emotions, nationalism is the most 
powerful. Moreover, Fascism allies itself with nation- 


alism, the aids which Fascism thus gains from nationalis 


are of an internal and external nature. Internally, 
nationalism exalts the “historic mission” and the “sacred 
unity" of the nation, therefore, nationalism has the 


|means by which the forces of the heterogeneous elements of 


|society, that ordinarily lack unity, are bound together in 
le cohesive unit. Externally, nationalism establishes a 
common enemy - the foreigner, and unites, in still another 
way, the same heterogeneous elements against the common 
eneny, thereby causing an effective distraction of public 
attention from the internal troubles of the nation. 

Imperialism, which is favored by Fascism, makes 
a continual drive for foreign markets to the é@xtent of 


threatening world peace, "The nation has been fused into 


'a tense impassioned spiritual whole; national self- 


consciousness has been exalted and national energy 
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| instrument cannot be used creatively to reconstruct the 
social order inside its boundaries (and we have seen that | 
| it cannot be so used) it will ultimately explode de- } 


| structively outside its boundaries. 


| about the lack of adequate lands for the Italian popula- 


| Fascism armament races are possible. There is denun- 


a2 »: ——————————————S ES 
rendered dynamic; a human instrument of tremendous 


e¢reative or destructive power has been forged. If this 


"Mussolini says: ‘'*We are forty millions 


squeezed into our narrow but adorable peninsula, There ar 


around Italy countries that have a population smaller than) 


ours and a territory double the size of ours. Hence it is 
obvious that the problem of Italiam expansion in the world 
is a problem of life and death for the Italian race'," 


It is important to note that mussolini, while complaining 


tion, stimulates the increase in population by paying 
bounties for large families. 


Fascism and militarism go hand in hand. Under 


ciation and persecution of pacifists as national traitors, 
The population is subjected to military training and | 
military thinking, both of which begin with school 

children in the lower grades. This will be discussed in | 
a later section, The bachelors are taxed, bounties are | 


| 
paid for large families, and in the meantime, the State 
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complains of the overcrowding of the population, fascists 
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| profess a desire for peace, yet they publicly create greed 


_ tribal cult of adoration of the chief. In place of 


people the need, desire, and glory of war. "Fascism be- 


lieves neither in the possibility nor the utility of 


perpetual peace. . . War alone brings up to its highest 


tension all human energy and puts the stamp of nobility 
upon the people who have the courage to meet it. 
"Thus Fascism, not only from its economic and political 


necessities, but from its emotional nature as well, 


| means war.” 


Fascism creates a mass prejudice against other 
peoples, and at the same time glorifies the race. Great 
is the honor and glory of the "Roman"! "It serves 
Fascism in the same way as does nationalism: first, to 
exalt the unity of the nation and veil the clashes of 


interest within it; second, to offer a scapegoat against 


whom the despair and indignation of the suffering people 


| can be directed while those really responsible for the 


catastrophe escape unscathea."” 

Furthermore, Fascism establishes a "supersti- 
tious reverence of the leader™ - "IL DUCE!" "This is an 
extreme and degrading form of mankind's deep-rooted habit 


of hero-worship,. it is an atavistic revival of the older 


—— es ae ee 


Mussolini "The Political and Social Doctrine of Fascism" 
quoted by Dutt - P, 213 
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developing creative thinking and democratic initiative, 
Fascism restores slavish submission to authority, It is, 
as we have seen, the eruption of profound social forces; 
it is the expression of underlying economic interests and 
ingrained psychological conservatism bursting forth in an) 
emotional waterspout, the exaltation of the leader, the 
rapt hanging upon his words, the faith in his empty, 
opportunistic promises, is admission of its weakness and 
emptiness, its lack of guiding philosophy, the inadequcy 
of its program, "+ 

Under the Fascist regime, reactionary conserva- 
tism has the power thoroughly to stifle any liberal 
tendencies, "Liberals, radicals and progressives of 
every variety are persecuted and muzzled. Reaction con- 
quers not only the political and economic fields but the 
cultural and scientific as well. New modes of education, 
new directions of scientific research, new curiosities in 
literature and art, new adventures in philosophy are 
vigorously repressed; for if the people begin to think 
what will become of Fascism? This populer fear of inno- 
vation and of intelligence, which is exploited by Fascisn, 
centers its attack upon political restiveness among the 
working class and among those who sympathized with it. 


Political parties of the Left, when republican or radical 


ad 
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are singled out for especial persecution or for complete 
obliteration. All working-class organizations are de- 
stroyed or coordinated to the State, Popular hatred is 
mobilized against any signs on the part of the wage- 
earners of independence or initiative, which are labelled 
as *Marxism® and *Bolshevism,." The existence of *labor*® 
as an entity distinct from *the nation® or "the race® is 
deniea."t 

| The middle class has been the backbone of Fascism. 
However, it should not be assumed that the middle class 
alone established Fascism in Italy. In the early days 
of Fascism, the youths of the middle class joined the 
Fascisti with the patriotic intention of washing Italy of 
all traces of "Bolshevism." Nevertheless, the economic 
depression and disaster caused certain reactions peculiar 
to the middle class, "They resented bitterly the develop 
ment of monopoly capitalism which dispossessed them of 
their property and independent livelihood and reduced them 
to the status of employees. They railed against ‘big 
business*, *monopolies*, and tinternational financiers’, 
Yet at the same time they were deeply alarmed at the 
growth of radicalism in the working class and at the 
threat therein to all the institutions and catch-words 
they held dear."@ 
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The psychological lag described above came into 
play. Though the material condition of these asetne was 
often the same as that of the worker, or very close to it, 
their attitude of mind remained strictly middle class. 
They resented being identified with the workers, to whom 
they had always considered themselves superior. They 
reacted to the socialist threats against property with the 
same indignation as if they still possessed property. 
Their mental roots remained stronger than their physical 
necessities, They real desire, which they were rarely 
able to formulate clearly, was to remove in some way all 
the disabilities which capitalism had imposed upon their 
class, while at the same time retaining the privileges 
with which it had once invested them. What they wanted 
was a revolution which would go not forward but back. 
Fascism was, of course, the perfect answer to their mental 
confusion. 

"It would be a mistake, however, to blame Fascism 
wholly on the middle class. As has been said, Fascism 
sprang from forces of change and dissolution which ran 
through the whole of society. The working class, too, 
felt the full impact of the break-down of capitalist 
economy. Some of its members were converted to faith in 


communism; many more joined or gave their votes to 
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79% 
socialist parties, which remained socialist in name alone. 
Most of the workers, suffering from the same psychologica 
lag, infected through its education and the whole at- 
mosphere in which it had grown up with middle class 
pscpology, remained even more loyal to democratic prin- 
ciples and capitalistic illusions than did the middle 
class, In spite of exhortations from radicals they were 
not revolutionary and showed slight signs of becoming so. 
Due to the intensity of their distress and to a reaction 
against the tactics of the radicals, some contributed to 
the success of Fascism by actually going over to the 
Fascist parties. But most made their contribution by 
holding until too late to democratic illusions and 
loyalties or by wasting in dissensions within their own 
ranks the strength they should have turned against the 
Fascisti. This is what happened in Italy, Germany and 
Austria, and what is now happening in France and Spain. 

"A third group plays a very vital part in the 
success Of Fascism, This is the ruling class, the 
plutocracy, the big industrialists and the monopolists, 
It is they who under Fascism, as under any other form of 
capitalism, dominate society. If, through the inter- 
vention of the State, Fascism in some measure limits the 


free play of their activities it is not wholly pleasing 
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80. 
to them. It is, however, infinitely preferable to any 
really sincerely revolutionary or even mildly radical 
movement which threatens their profits. The reaction of 
the plutocracy to radicalism shows itself in three degrees 
operating always upon public opinion through the power of 
its money and through the organs of propaganda controlled 
by its money. To a mild indecisive, ambiguous radi- 
calism, such as that of the New Deal, it reacts by en- 
deavoring to engineer a return to the days of monopoly 
control, when the bankers and industrialists ran the 
country unimpeded by the government. To a more thorough- 
going reforming radicalism, taking shape in social ser- 
vices which eat seriously into the profits of plutocracy, 
such as that of the British Labor Party, it reacts by 
endeavoring to engineer a veiled form of business dicta- 
torship, in which the public is persuaded by a threat of 
national catastrophe to countenance the merging of big 
business and the government in a sort of interlocking 
directorate. And to a frankly revolutionary radicalism, 
or even to one which it is feared may become so, the 
plutocracy reacts by subsidizing more or less secretly 
a Fascist party, and, if this proves necessary, by 
assisting it to come to power. This was the case in both 


Italy and Germany where the danger from syndicalists or 
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Bl, | 
Communists was felt to be much more imminent than it 
actually was. Mussolini frankly accepted subsidies from 
the PlwhOSTRAT,. Bowne) sss 

"It is however, occasionally contended that, 
though the Fascists leaders may USE the plutocracy in 
their early struggles, upon attaining power they will act 
independently of it and even contrary to its interests. . |. 
The Italian Corporate State, in so far as it has more 
than a paper existence, is an instrument of the in- 
dustrialists, not of the middle class or of the workers. 

"The explanation of this is to be found in the 
character of the Fascist leaders themselves. First, they 
too spring from the middle class; they too have a wholly 
middle class psychology; they suffer from the same 
psychological lag which infects their followers; what 
they too want is a “revolution” which will repair capi- 
talism without touching its essentials. Secondly, as 
described above, they received in the formative years of 
the Party very substantial assistance from the plutocracy 
and are bound to feel certain obligations to it. Thirdly, 
after coming to power, the Fascist leaders, being inex- 
perienced in the administration of industry and govern- 
ment, are compelled to take into their ranks many of those 


who have previously been engaged in that administration; 
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82. 
Therefore, in many cases the Party bureaucracy and the 
industrial leaders are the same individuals, Fourthly, 
any government, no matter how dictatorial, must possess 
at least the consent if not the active support of the 
most powerful forces and elements of the nation; and the 
plutocracy with its control of finance and industry 
remains after as before the Fascist “revolution" the 
strongest economie force in the nation. Pina lly; after 
the "revolution" the Fascist leaders and the plutocracy 
have a common interest in the status quo, they both are 
essentially vested interest; they both are conservative 
forces; neither wants a change - they need each other. 

"It is for these reasons that Fascism does not 
and cannot effect an economic revolution. It is«for 
these reasons that the oft-made suggestion that it is 
evolving or may evolve into some form of state socialism 
is pure illusion, It is for these reasons that the 


hopes of the middle class and of some of the workers that 


monopoly capitalism is to be broken up and a classless 
society introduced are doomed to disappointment. Only 
the plutocracy, the upper crust, stands to gain by Fascism, 
as it does by any other form of capitalism. 

"We have arrived thus at a fairly clear picture of 


the social significance of Fascism, It appears as the 
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last phase of capitalist society, after finance-monopoly 
capitalism has nearly destroyed the economic bases of 
industrial life. As in a slowly dying man unexpected 
powers of resistance surge forth in a last, violent 
struggle against dissolution, so in the dying society 
there develops an unguessed obstinacy of spirit and an 
amazing adaptability to the atmosphere of decay. All the 
unexhausted forces of the old order, the embattled 
rapacity of the vested interest, the psychological back- 
wardness of the majority of the workers and the explosive 
discontent of the middle class resist the metamorphosis 
which confronts them, Capitalist society now makes a 
last, blind, convulsive effort to escape its fate and to 
deny in passionate violence and spiritual intoxication the 
cancer that is destroying its lifey= 

Thus, in this survey of Fascism we have discovered 
how it became the controlling political party in Italy, 
the effects of its administration in the form of achieve- 
ments, the influence and direct control that it exerts 
over the people, and the self-assuredness of its leader 
and founder -— Mussolini, Moreover, in Italiam Fascisn, 
we have discovered an hierarchical, constitutional 
didatorship with a system of government, re-invigorated 


capitalism with more dangerous weapons known as the 


i ‘ 
Fascism, Christian Society Justice Fund 
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Corporative State, and general condition of despotism 


} 
ruling everyone, everything, everywhere, Obviously, such 
; 


behalf of the interests and glories of the State is 
: necessary to maintain despotism in power over a freedom- 
7 loving people. We can only ask the question: 
i "IF THE PEOPLE BEGIN TO THINK, WHAT WILL BECOME OF 


FASCISM?" 


i tremendous subjugation of personal rights and liberty in 
| 
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SUMMARY OF PART I 

1, The Fascist movement began in ‘4. critical 
post-war period of chaotic conditions. the salient 
features of this post-war economic and social and politi- 
| cal confusions are as follows: 
| a. Large scale profiteering 

be inflation of the currency to meet war costs 

ec. Workers' strikes to better their economic condi- 
tions; that is, higher wages for higher costs of living. 

d. Outstanding deficits in the national budget 

e. Displeasure of the war veterans because of un- 
fuifilled political promises 

f. National indignation over the outcome of the war 
and especially over the peace 


Ge H#ailure of the government to cope with the 


situation 
h. General distrust of established institutions 
and existing policies, 


2eGroups of individuals binding themselves to- 


| gether as a "bundle” - fascio - for the purpose of securi 
|for Italy, by means of vigorous action, thefruits of a 


|vietorious part in the World War, and, moreover, bringing 


changes in national domestic policies by force. 


3e Because of this aggressive attitude no 
national program could have been stable, since the ob- 
jectives of the Fascists changed from time to time in thos 


early periods of national rehabilitation, 


4. ‘the constant flow of the “Bolshevist" 


propaganda caused a general reaction; the Fascists, 


realizing the impossibility of a social revolution, now 
become counter-revolutionary, and were thereafter subsi- 
dized by the capitalists who looked upon them as a means 


of prolonging capitalism, 


/ 5. Since the government had become weaker, 
|Fascism gained in power through governmental activities in 


suppressing Bolshevism, and the way became clear for a 


fascist regime, 


6. The realization of the high military autho 


rities (who had armed and drilled the Fascists) that they 


could use them as tools for gaining political power in 


establishing a military regime was flouted by Mussolini - 


the man of iron - who established his dictatorship through 


armed force, known as the "March on Rome,” 


7- ‘this coup dtetat was encouraged by the hig 


military authorities who promised that "the Army would 


observe an attitude of official neutrality" in such an 


event; but mussolini, who was interested in a Fascist 


dictatorship rather than a republic, exiled the same 
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‘militarists who were in a measure responsible for his 
SUCCESS. 
8, The King of Italy, realizing the conspiracy 


of the military authorities, and realizing also that he 


could make no other move without the aid of the Army, in- 
vited smssolini to take the Premiership to guide the 
destinies of the nation. 
9. One of the first steps taken by the new Stat 

was to recognize legally the Fascist bands, calling them 
| "¥oluntary Militia for National Safety," and empowering 
| thom with regular police functions, | 

10. In order to maintain Fascism in power, 
despotic measures became necessary. ‘the new State thus 
empowered no longer recognized individual liberties as 
sacred prerogatives, 


ll. The Corporative State is supreme; it regi- 


ments and directly supervises — by control - the Italian 


labor to the advantage of capitalism, in so far as it 
serves the State, 

12. The Fascist State has steadily become more 
absolute in its policies, In 1928 the Chamber of Deputie 


was abolished by law, and a new "corporative parliament” 


was established together with a one-party, state-controlle 
procedure of elections which determines who are to be the 


members of the new parliament before they are actually 
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13. The power of the "Head of the Government" - 
Mussolini - has become so absolute in his decrees as to 
have complete control of the State. Moreover, his decree 
carry the force of law, and he himself is responsible only 
to the King. 


14. The philosophy of Htascism as exemplified by 


|} its founder and leader, benito iussolini, is not one of 


mere theoretical programs and minutely detailed plans; but 


rather one characterized by action. His word, "Tempesta" 


describes it very well. It refers to action in a given 


time, i.¢., to accomplish as quickly and as vigorously as 


| possible that which has been desired but not yet accomplis 


15. ‘this philosophy admits assumptions expounded 


by the idealists, but predominance is given to the schemes | 


which amplify nationalism, state capitalism and even 


|} despotism at the cost of individual liberties, rights and 


privileges, if theindividual fails to recognize the 
sovereignty of the State, 


16. The politico-economic life in Italy under 


the Fascist regime may be divided, for convenience, into 


three distinct periods: first, the economic rehabilita- 
tion of the country already in progress prior to Fascism 
and continued for the first three years of #ascist reign - 


supposedly under its patronage; second, during the follow 
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‘capitalistic structure was averted creating at the same 


time a fictitious and ephemeral prosperity. Neverbheless, 


|/1929 was preceded in Italy by a general decline beginning 


jadvantageous to the vUhurch, This political agreement to- 
gether with financial indemnification for past deeds could 
/not have been as successfully accomplished under a liberal 


government, 


political life have aided the Fascist regime by inculcatin 


89 


ing three years the desires of the government by far ex- 


ceeded the national monetary reserve. The government, 


wishing to stave off an economic collapse, resorted to the 
unlimited circulation of fiat money, which in turn created 
the monetary crisis of 1927; third, through the assist- 
ance of American loans the administration was empowered to 
re-establish and to stabilize the lira at pre-lascist 


administration rate. Thus, an immediate collapse of the 


the world-wide economic crisis which began in the autumn o 


in 1928, 
17. The Concordat represents a compromise between 


the Italian State and the Roman Catholic Church, which was 


18, The emotional and social factors of Italian 


fervent mass emotions of nationalism, imperialism, mili- 
tarism and glorification of "Il Duce"; all of which 


demonstrate that Fascism is a reactionary conservatism of 


the middle class, 
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PART II 
FASCISM AND EDUCATION 
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FASCISM AND EDUCATION 


Educational changes or reforms 


The most effective way to win the allegiance of 


a nation's youth to national ideals is by means of in- 


struction, Hence, the public school become the most 


potent and influential agency. the French revolutionists 


| with their educational experiments, had demonstrated to 


the world the value of the public school in civic educa- 
tion; and Italy, following this lead, provided for public 


instruction as early as 1859 when on November 13 the Vasat 


Law was passed. The Coppino Law of July 15, 1877, made 


| attendance compulsory until the age of twelve. This mean 


“that a youth, beginning his elementary school at the age 


of seven, was supposed to continue through five grades, 
which comprised, in most school systems, the elementary 
education. but, despite this legislation for free and 
compulsory elementary education, Italy's educational 
system was not as efficient as it should have been, Many 
towns and communes which were required to build school 
buildings, took no action, The legislation was not strict- 
ly enforced. Some of the parents thought their children 
were more economically valuable at work, and some thought 
that whatever education the Uhurch offered was tradition- 


es accepted as sufficient. These attitudes made whatever 
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914 
schools which did exist somewhat inefficient. An attempt 
was made to improve them as late as 1911 when the Uredaro 
Law was passed, "which provided for strict state control 
| nd state aid, but legislature proved futile wherever local 
authorities had no faith in national laws." 

The Fascist Regime sought to better these condi- 

ions, realizing that the schools were necessary to make 
known the ideals and aims of the new government and ta 
pread the Fascist propaganda, this required many changes 
in the school systems and with the evolution of a ministry 
of public instruction these changes take effect. 

The reform of the Italian schools began in Octo- 
ber 1922, when Prime Minister Mussolini appointed Professor 
Giovanni ventile, the social philosopher, to the position of 
Minister of Public Instruction. The new Minister, imbued 

ith Neo-Hegelian idealism and ardent Fascist nationalisn, 
sought to use the schools for the purpose of teaching 
fascism. One cannot escape this conclusion if he takes 
time to read the following greeting sent by him to the 
Italian educational authorities two days after his nomina- 
ion to the Ministry of Public Instruction: 
, "I come to the Ministry of Public Instruction 

ith my former faith in the destinies of our civilization 
and in the spirit of our schools renewed, The greater 


1 
Sehneider and Clough "Making Fascists" - P. 83 
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92, 
the trial, the greater has always been the ability of the 
Italians to surpass themselves, and the more ready the 
schools to raise an admonishing voice and to serve as an 
example, I call to my support all Italian teachers, 

urging them to work with new vigor for the future of our 
country. 
"We affirm our belief that the State is not a 


system of hindrances and external juridical controls from 


which men flee, but an ethical being which, like the con- 


science of the individual manifests its personality and 
achieves its historical growth in human society. Thus 
it is conscious not of being hedged in by special limits, 
but of being open, ready, and capable of expanding as a 
collective and yet individual will. he nation is that 
will, in case,of need, our lives.are sacrificed, for our 
lives are genuine, worthy, and endowed with incontestable 
value only as they are spent in the accomplishment of 
that mission. 

"The Statefs active and dynamic consciousness 
is a system of thought, of ideas, of interests to be 
satisfied and of morality to be realized. Hence the State 
is, as it ought to be, a teacher; it maintains and 
developes schals to promote this morality. In the school 


the State comes to a consciousness of its real neiues™= 


1 
Circular of November 2, 1922. G,. Gentile, 11 Fascismo 
al Governo della Scuola; Palermo: Sandron, 1924, as 
quoted by Schneider and Vlough, "Making Fascists" - P,. 95 
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Professor ventile undertook a complete reform i 
the educational system and sought to establish schools fo 
building national character and religious character, He 
believed that the schools should be employed to strengthe 
the nation and to enlarge the heart of the Italians; that 
is, for the making of true patriots and good Italians, 
that the true aim for education is to make for “the forma 
tion of a patriotic mind and heart, and for the prepara- 
tion of the student for the manifold responsibilities 
of lites?” 

This emphasis on national and religious cha- 
racter meant tnat the national tradition was to become the 


heart of the school curriculum and that, as a result, the 


a 


State as conceived by Fascists would become a living force 
in Italian life. Hence, ventile's Reform Bill can be 
tegmed as being "the most Fascist of Fascist" acts since 
"it forces all children to attend school until the age 
of fourteen; it introduces new pedagogic methods and a 
new curriculum, and it floods the educational system from 
kindergarten to university with #ascist doctrine," 
According to Fascists, “the importance of 
Gentile's educational reforms is, therefore, not to be 
found in tne mere substitution of adequate for inadequate 


school ordinances, put in the expression of a new cultura 


a 

Howard Kk, Marraro "The New Education in Italy" (Current 
History) February 1933 - P, 571 
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G. Lombardo-Radice "Vita Nuova della Scuola del Popolo"P,35-66 
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and spiritual trend in Italy." 


The rising power of Fascism quickly hastened the 
process of settlement of educational programs, and the 
Gentile reform immediately showed iMussolini's active wishes 
with respect to the religious traditions of the people and 
religious institution. But this did not come about until 
an understanding with the Vatican was reached in regard to 
religious training. 

Gentile, as a social philosopher, had always 
maintained that, while secondary and university instructio 
could only be historic, philosophic and scientific, it did 
not lend itself, from its very nature, to religious in- 
struction. The elementary education, on the contrary, 
could not help but be religious due to the process by whic 
man learns about himself. The argument advanced in de- 
fense of this principle, is that, “where it is not possible 
to give a philosophic emphasis a religious one is necessa 
since man cannot live without having a certain trend; if 
the schools and educators do not suppty it, man, obeying 
an inexorable need of his soul, creates one.” 

But, since ventile'ts scheme of education call s 
for the education of the national character as well as the 
religious character, provisions were made for an adequate 


physical training program which would conform to the ideals 


warraro “The New Education in Italy" (Current tistory) 
February 1933 - P. 571 


= Educational Yearbook of the International Institute of 
teachers College, volumbia University, 1932 - P. 304 
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of Fascism. As a result he stressed physical training in 


Italian education, "He was so dissatisfied with the 


perfunctory way in which physical education was being 


taugnt under the direction of the scnool master, whose 
interest was chiefly inteliectualistic, that he arbitrarily 
relieved them of furtner responsibility for it. Lo him 
a vigorous pnysical activity program was important not only 
for the promotion of physical wholesomeness and hygienic 
living, but quite as much for the moral and civic train- 
ing and spiritual expression implicit in group activities, 
He, therefore, entrustea physical education to a self 
governing organization, (Ente Autonomo). It was his in- 
tention, thus, greatly to increase in importance the place 
of physical training, instruction in hygiene, play, com- 
petitions and driii in the lives of youtn of all ages." 

Thus the scnool system, as organization poy 
Gentile, aims to educate the whole man: the physical, 
the social, the aesthetic, the religious, the intellectual 
aspects, each in its appropriate manner. 
ing, as in the case of religious training, is compulsory 
in the sehool,” 

The organization of the School system, which we 
shall discuss shortly, and all the educational changes 


brought into the school system, are the product of Gentilels 


PW. Cox "An Aspect of Italian Education” (Clearing House 
January 1955 - P, 267 

“Nationalism in Education: Essays in Comparative Education 
Kandel - Teachers College, Columbia University 1930 P. 11]-112 


educational philosophy the salient points of which are 


as follows: 


1. The real mind of the child reveals itself in 


action, not in the abstract forms of verbal “knowledge.” 


Hence the school must train the behaviour of the child and 


teach it to realize the implications and meaning of its 


actsSe Knowledge is acquired by functioning in the be- 


haviour-patterns of the child and hence the "abstractions" 


of book learning must giveplace in the curriculum to the 


"concrete" forms of active thought, which are found only 


in "self-mastery through conquest of opposition,” that is, 


of ignorance, perplexities, problems, or anything “externa 


All "bodies of knowledge," all sciences and their laws are 


abstractions from action, and by the process of education 


must be transformed into action, 


2e it follows that the center of educational subject 


matter and method is the individual character and not cer- 


tain traditional "subjects" of information: From the 


elementary schools up to the universities, the aim is to 


develop not only by vocational education but also by the 


student's active participation in all the institutions and 


traditions of his people, 


Se Moral responsibility is achieved by the identifi- 


cation of the individual with the culture of his nation: 


but universal culture 


In a sense, culture is universal; 


"develops its own inner multiplicity” by means of national 
cultures, which have their seve ral limitations and hence 
their opportunities of growth and spiritual conquest, 

Each moral individual must transcend himself, not merely 
by identifying himself with the nation's traditions or 
culture (as the professional nationalists teach) but also 
by engaging in the process of spiritual growth or conquest 
whereby the boundaries of his own, and hence of his 
nation's, experience and culture are widened and the “ex- 
ternal world" is transcended by the creative act of will 
and thought, 


4, ‘the political implication is that moral freedom is 


attained by an inner sharing in the cultural and tradition 


al life of the people, not by formal and mechanical parti- 
cipation in democratic institutions: Liberty is not ana 
priori right, but moral obligation, to be won only by 
voluntarily serving the national will. This national wil 
can find unified expression only if the state is able to 
synthesize the various institutions of the national life, 
lhe chief instrument for bringing about such a unity is a 
unified system of national education. 

Se The religious implications are that the individua 
can live in the universal spirit only through the national 


spirit, and that the people is more "catholic" than its 


oven 
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church; Therefore the church must be embodied in the stated, 
and religion must be taught in the national schools by 
secular teachers. Elementary religious education consists 
in teaching familiarity with, and active participation in, 
the traditional religion of the people, with all its myths 
and superstitions. Then gradually the critical element 

is introduced, and traditional religion becomes transformed 
into self-conscious, national idealism, not by means of 
abstract criticism and indoctrination, but through the 


intimate and personal growth of the individual mind. 


Schapider and Vlough "Making Fascists" - Pp. 86.87 


Ce 
23 2£eg00 anita ciel oy a 
9p. +1) 

«i dottacqfoitiag ovitos: baa «fh ti 


ay 


| | odd edi fp itiw -.efgoed eet 3 


| jascefe Lsoisirs out tiLeubi it i “f 

Barrrot anes aaAnooed sofaifor fom Ee t rt «Bae 
to, ensem yd) Jom, maltaobt cso, eyetsance— i 
oud mavotdd Jao 368 aate'teb Bae Bg | nh Fob Exo sons 


: sDali Leuitvbbrt odd to déwors here bae ‘¢ 


99,89. «a9 - "adeiongi grit” ‘eink 


> 
Ad 
; i 


The Organization of the school System 


The principle upon which this organization pro- 
ceeded was based as one-might well expect,) on the politica 
ideals of Tee wie ated oh aim at all times to centralize all 
activities pertaining to education in a single Ministry of 
Public Instruction. Education, Fascism reasons, is a 
function of the State, and as such exists only for the 
interests of the State, The practical application of this 
theory is entrusted to the minister of instruction who is 
aided in general educational policy by a Superior Council 
of Public Instruction, composed of twenty-one members 
chosen by the Minister himself; in matters of higher 
education by a section of this Councils; and in elementary 
and secondary school affairs by two commissions, ‘That the 
Minister's orders may be carried out, there are three central 
inspectors, men in whom he has complete confidence, 

For purposes of local school administration Italy; 
is divided into nineteen districts, each one under a Prov- Re ak 


veditore, a-sort™6f superintendent of schools, who is ar 


appointed by the minister, He is aided in the administras* pf 
tion of elementary school affairs by a Scholastic Council ; 

and a Disciplinary Council (the members of both are 

appointed by ministerial decree), the duties of the former 


being to give advice on important school questions and of 


00s) 
the latter to attend to the discipline of teachers, Italy 
is divided into 250 school districts under scholastic 
inspectors (Ispettori Scolastice), or sub-superintendents, 
and these districts are in turn divided into 2,000 smaller 
regions under directors of pedagogy. Both the inspectors 
and the directors are chosen by competitive examinations. 
Gertain towns, the capitals of provinces and districts 
(circondaria), have educational autonomy and hence do not 
come within the foregoing organization, Their schools are 
directed by city superintendents but are under the super- 
vision of the State, for the central inspectors oversee 
the entire educational edbeas 

Secondary education is also under the general 
direction of the Provveditori, who are advised by Councils 
for Secondary Schools, by the local principals (Preside) 
and by the inspectors (Ispettori delle Scuole Medie). 
Universities are under the direction of rectors appointed 
by ministerial decree. 

Education in the elementary schools is divided 
into three grades: the Grado Preparatorio, three years o 
Kindergarten for children between the ages of three and 
five; the Grado Inferiore, three years; and the Grado 
Superiore, two years. A school year is normally ten 


months, or at least 180 days. 


101, 
After completing the higher grades, pupils 

attend the secondary schools for at least three years, as 
school attendance is compulsory until the age of fourteen. 
To fulfill this requirement pupils may either take the 
corsi integrativi, which supplement the education of the 
higher grade, or enter a complementary school - a) Ber of 
trade and junior high school. If they intend to con- 
tinue their secondary education they enter ginnasi (Junior 
High Schools) where they study for five years and then 
enter either classical or scientific high schools (licei) 
where they take a three-year course preparatory to the 
universities. Those pupils who desire to train then- 
selves for public employment, for industrial engineering, 
agriculture, commerce, etc., proceed after the Grado 
Superiore of the elementary schools to technical institu- 
tions, where they may study for either four or eight years 
Those who wish to train themselves for the teaching pro- 
fession enter normal schools (Instituti Magistrali) fora 
preparatory course of four years and then an advanced 
course of three years. Girls who desire a secondary 
education may take either the regular courses in ginnasi 
and licei, or a three years’ cultural course in girls’® 
finishing schools (licei femminili). Entrance to these 


institutions presupposes a four years’ preparatory course, 


102 
which is usually obtained in the preparatory course in the 
normal schools. The institution of these finishing schools 
for girls is an innovation, After the secondary schools 
the student may continue his education in a university, 
where the length of the course varies according to the 
studies pursued, 

The cost of the public educational system is 
shared between the state and the cities, the former subsi- 
dizing secondary and higher institutions, and the latter 
financing for the most part elementary schools. 

As it can be readily seen, this educational set-up 
tends toward bureaucracy, a highly centralized body to whor 
the responsibilities of education are entrusted and of whic 
the Minister of Public Instruction is the head. he ex- 
cessive number of officials in the post Fascist central 
office was reduced and the organization was systematized 
to promote the greatest degree of efficiency. 

"The minister himself is endowed with more power 
and responsibility for the conduct of the whole school 
system; from him and his office flow all the power enjoyed 
by his subordinates in the administrative service." There 
is no provision for any elected bodies representing the 
public; administration is wholly in the hands of a bureau- 
cracy of experts, All the authority emanates from central 
ministry, but centralization is tempered by decentralization, 
a 


From Laws and Decress as reported by Schneider and Clough 
"Making Fascists" - Pp. 87-90 
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a contradiction which is more apparent than real, since 


the State controls the appointment of those to whom it 


entrusts local administration." 


Nationalism and Education: Essays, Kandel-‘leachers 
College, Columbia University (19303 Pp. 111-112 


Educational Program and Philosophy 


That which is of importance in any educational 
system can be summarized in one sentence in the form of a 
question: “What is taught to the children?" To this 
answer we shall conrine ourselves in order that we may 
understand more clearly the part played by Italian schools 
in the training of the youth, Teachers, though strictly 
supervised, are given some measure of freedom to adapt 
their programs to fit local needs and conditions trusting 
that they would develop the best traits of the pupils. 
But this again must be done in fascist fashion if they are 
to remain in their classrooms any length of time, The 
following diagram will show the general set-up which was 
established only as a general guide for elementary educa- 


tion, ithe subjects, years, and time spent in the class- 


rooms will be shown, 
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Years 
Pre Sup 
para ple 
tory Lil ‘TIl IV.¥ mex 
tary 
Subjects 
Hours per week 
Religion $24 24733°° g" Og+ Bt %e 
inging, drawing and recitation 4 24323 4 5 5 8 
Reading and Writing ~ PoOCG 5 5 4 3 
Orthography - - 2 2 - - - 
ithmetic - 4 84 4 oa 2 
Various creative intellectual 
occupations 6 4 4 4 es A 
rardening , manual training, gym 
ygiene and domestic training 24 6 5 “ 4°44 ~ 
Natural and physical science - - - = oore 3 
History and Geography - - - - o 8 2 
sivics and economics ~ - - - me AE 1 
Professional work ~ - - - - - 8 
B 


Total 35 20 20 29 209 25 25 


It 

Nuori Programni ae le Scuoli Elementary (Naples: E, 
Pietrocola, 1925) as cited by Schneider and Clough "Making 
Fascists" - P, 91 


[S66 | 
Notice will be taken that the subject of religion 
even apart from language, is given a prominent place. If 
for any reason the child should not be able to continue 
school beyond the elementary grades, he will, at least have 
had religious training as well as instruction in reading and 
iting. Art is also stressed as being in conformity with 
he national genius. But, however, in the secondary 
schools, “the classics have been emphasized as against 
scientific subjects, Latin receiving a place in all of them 
Previous to the Fascist regime, the State schools, as in 
france, had a practical monopoly of secondary education, 
But the number of students in the secondary education has 
been greatly reduced, upon tne theory that the State is 
called upon to give a secondary education only to the best 
as determined by competitive examinations. This has re- 
sulted in a great expansion of private schools to take care 
of those who cannot obtain admission to the State schools, 
Some of these secondary schools are under clerical and some 
under lay control. All schoois, both public and private, 
submit their pupils to an examination by the state,” 
It is a picture of how fascism takes control of the schools 
In fairness to Fascism, it must be said that the Church is 
authorized to supervise both teachers and textbooks for all 
religious instruction, but the actual teaching of the lesson 


is done by the teachers regularly employed by the State 


Stephen P, Duggan "The Fascist vonception of Educationg#: 
Historical Outlook Vo. 20, May 1929 - Pp. 224-225. 
Reprinted from News bulletin of Institute of International 
Kducation, Vol. IV, No. 6, iarch 1929, 
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unless these are proven incompetent. 


On the whole, however, judging from a study of 


the above diagram, it would seem that no special effort wa 
made to emphasize nationalism. ‘the outline looks innocent 
enough, but that is not the case, While the pupil is 
engaged in the: exercise of the "various recreational and 
intellectual occupations," the teacher must, "relate epi- 
sodes of civil, religious, and military valores « «," in- 


pressing upon the minds of the youth the necessary faith in 


the State that would warrant sacrifices for the home land, 


In the third year, the teacher must read or relate to the 


pupils such stories that would develop an “historical and 
national consciousness," relying on the lives of national 


characters such as Garibaldi, Mazzini, Battisti and others 


for his themes. in the fourth and fifth years he must be 


prepared to give a series of readings illustrating the 


regional contributions to the nation, especially during 


the trying days leading to the Italian unification, In 


the periods devoted to gymnastics and physical training 


“the life of a soldier must be portrayed as an example of 


strength, discipline, valor, and courage. Geggraphy is 


made an important subject not only in the study of the 


physical, regional, and political nature of Italy, but also 


as a basis for the study of those countries into which 
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Italians have emigrated. Side by side with geography 
comes the subject of history. This covers the period of 
Italian History from 1848 to the present, covering national 
and political events in time of war and peace with special 
emphasis to the Italian Army and Navy, the exploits of 


Italian Heroes and the brilliant episodes during the World 
i 


Though the program might appear ultra-patriotic 


in its nature, it tends to be extremely nationalistic. Sane 
patriotism is to be desired, It is one of the finest 
raits in human nature and ought to be developed. but 

hen it is carried to an excessive degree, it lends itself 
to much "flag-waving." Especially is this true of Fascist 
education as we shall indicate in an examination of the 
extbooks and patriotic materials now used in the public 


schools of Italy. 


Ministerial Order of November 11, 1923, as cited by 
Schneider and Clough "Making Fascists” - Pp. 92-93 
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Textbooks and patriotic materials 


In order to be absolutely certain that the 


instruction shall be of the kind desired, a Royal decree 
as issued in 1923 which prohibited the use of textbooks 


not approved by the State. "The Royal decree of itiarch ll, 


1923, Wo. 737, prescribes that textbooks not in the regular 


ist or in the supplementary lists published in Bolletino 


Ufficiale of the ministry cannot be used in the schools." 


Accordingly, a special commission was appointed to examine 


all the texts published prior to the reform and the decision 


of this Vommission determines that texts shall be used in 


he schools of the Kingdom, Authors and publishers who 


desire to submit a textbook for examination must make appli 


ation to the supervisor of the region in which they reside 


For this examination a fee of 75 lire is required for books 


o be used in the first two grades and 100 lire for all 


other books, If the book is rejected, it seems that the 


author or publisher is the loser not only of the fee but of 


| 


the time spent in the preparation of the book, 


To insure the quality of textbooks, the Commission 


ejects all books prepared by the following groups: 
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teachers or administrators, ‘the Commission has already 


examined many texts giving special attention to those used 


in the schools. ithe following figures will give a fairly 


good idea of the methods used by the Commission to "weed 


out" such texts that fail to approach the Fascist standard 


"Out of 317 history and geography textbooks examined, 


101 failed of acceptance, 75 were approved for one year, 


28 were found acceptable for teachers and libraries, and 


125 were unqualifiedly approved. Out of 114 religious 


texts examined 11 were approved and 29 disapproved. In 


arithmetic there were 350 books of which 95 were approved 


and 167 rejected, The number of readers examined was 


1,710, of which 32 were approved and 222 rejected. A lat 


report of the ministeriel Commission for the Examination of 


Elementary School Textbooks published in the Bolletino 


Ufficiale of the ministry of Public Instruction on Februa 


20, 1926, states that the percentage of books found unfit 
is decreasing. Out of 1,326 books examined, 949 were 
approved for class use, 100 were approved for libraries, 
and 227 were not sugeaced.* 


In examining the textbooks as well as in the 


preparation of new courses of study the winistry of Public 
Instruction sees to it that those who are connected with 


the school system are inspired with a fiery spirit of 


___|patriotism. ‘the way in which patriotism is preached b 


Reports of the Ministerial Commission for Examination of 
Textbooks as reported by Howard R. Marraro "Nationalism 
in Italian Hducation"- Pp, 27-28 


jj 


} Sontuaxe esloodtxeds vichrnden ona table VS to ; saae 


as 


meer rhe ee 
ee iS a oD, 
1 7) at 
a a “dt 


ybeorla edt i a La ae 


‘hoey ecott ot noisinodds Ben 


péow" od mofestmmou alt vd be 
prabmpdte JaLoas ond DOC 

~tsey Sho t0T bavotqcs stew SY (densddeess to pe 

bos ,eetierdil ban. stedosst 16% sidssdgooe Davot oF row 

ayoiskior S£f to cuO. . ,beverqdsR Yibalit Laven otow & 

qi .bovetcgseth @S bas Soveteqs sen EI bon briexe 3 . ; 

tidy to axfood OGE etew otoiz of touts Ber 


ig 
se HDagninexes etebseet to. cedar sal ~POadS( OT SOL Bs 


o 


bovorgcs eitew ce 


beat 2 .bodoatoet S&S base Sevotare’ strew BS doliw-To omy 

he 

to nétvachrisre aft 201 sotestimuoy Te ixo¢ainimn ony to droge 

oniztolffou att nl becelfdua sioodieet fooiloG eae 
rmraurdo%d.. iro amolifoorsen tiévtl to yrtaigtio ats: to oLoko 


#itay oSrvo't avood to saetmeoreg sft Sant sasede asek & ay 


row GAC ogitnaxs st00d, 08e,L 710) cay \cirtanetneein 


bevordgs for. stew <7 
+ of sp Ilew es Toot pase ao lnkmaxe, st 

o£ Li to yYivernte bute to ceertuoo won to: Roivs 
‘sonroo ots olw esons fact Ff ot, spealgolveg 

| to: tintce rol » es iw bertrent , gs selteya Looase | 
yd betoseta-al-walsoin tng: dogowem Mae ods ane nest 

I to sofpeninexdi 70% gofars CO webs: Fe faLM, sak toi, at 
pt fae .¢" E Sod’ roqet. 28 aitood 


agate’ ait 7 eked ogee Satter. 
vi) 2: st be glad ended 


a It 
the approved textbooks, which in turne reflect the feeling 
of the examiners, may be gathered from excerpts from a 
few important ones as reported in "Making Fascists," by 


Schneider and Clough. 


1. Renato tranceschini, Sillabario e Piccole Lettere, 


Florence: Bemporad, 1928. 

This little first-year reader is in its thirty-fourth 
edition and its 572d thousand copy. It has been definite 
ly approved by the state, It is very elementary, be- 
ginning with the alphabet and simple words. It has three 
short patriotic exhortations, the most nationalistic of 
which is, "Dear and sweet is the name of our Vountry. We 


children want to be good patriots, too." 


&. Ciro Trabalza, Vincenzina Battiscelli, and Luisa 
teiner, Militi del Lavoro, Florence: Bemporad, 1928. 
This second year reader is the second volume of a 
series for all grades, it is in its eleventh edition and 
has received the definite approval of the tinistry of 
Public Instruction, five of its 158 pages are devoted to 
patriotism. On Pages 55 - 67 one may read: 
"Every good Italian loves Italy, this land so great and 
beautiful. and every little Italian should study in order 
to be an honor to his country, in order to be able to read 


some day of the works of her poets, and in order to know 


1 
P. 94-102 


And then, children, when you 


her history and her beauty. 


know how great your country has been through the centuries 


what marvelous things Italians have always been able to do 


then you will love her still more and say with an air of 


pride, .'i am an Ttealian’." 


a. G. Marchi and Vv. Battistelli, Biancospino. Florence: 


Bemporad, 1925, 


This reader for the third year is one of a series for) 


| 
| 


the elementary schools, Ten of its 184 pages are devoted | 


to a patriotic lesson about varibaldi, The story relates} 


how an old varibaldian had those who went to fight in the 


World War kiss a handkerchief stained by the blood of 


Garbaldi, ‘The old man exhorted the mothers and friends to 


that whoever “has kissed the blood of 


write the soldiers 


Garibaldi cannot be a coward. Dying one must either kiss 


the Italian flag or bite the enemy," In the same lesson 


there is a picture of poppies and potatoes, the former 


representing red-shirted Garibaldians and the latter 


Austrians. Above it is written: “Bing! Bang! And the 


Austrians are dead," 


4. Virgilio Broechi and andrea Gustarelli, Allegretto e 


Sevenella, milan: Mondadora, 1925. 


this reader for the fourth year is one of a series fo} 


elementary schools, About 25 of 221 pages are devoted to 


iad 


| ies 


patriotic subjects. On page 90 one reads: 


"There have been great men everywhere, in France, in 
England, in Germany, all over Europe, as well as in Americ 
and Asia. But fortune has particularly smiled on Italy, 


for she seems to have inherited from Ancient Rome the 


mission of teaching beauty, law, and science & other people. 

"The first among the great poets of modern times was, 
as you know, Dante, an italian, the most wonderful artists 
who have ever lived. . . were italians - Leonardo da Vinci 
Raphael, and michelangelo, ‘he very beautiful musicians 
from Palestrina to Llaudio wonteverde, who have been the 
masters of our great composers and of foreigners in the 
divine art of music, were Italians." 

On pages 39-40 one reads the following story: 

"Do you know who rasquale Sottocorno was?"asked the 
teacher. "No," confessed Vippelletti. 

"He was a shoe-maker from Milan, He was lame on 
account of a bad hin. In 1848 the Revolution broke out. 
Wilan flew unarmed at the oppressors, ‘the Artillery bon- 
barded the barricades, the Captain of the citizens said, 
"Men, you must attack the palace of the military Engineers 
and knock down the door. . ." But no one dared to move, fo 


between the barricade and the Palace there was a straight 


road swept with grape-shot, Then Pasquale sottocorno, 


i 


| 


114. 


limping with crutch, crossed the street under the whistli 


of the bullets, and came to the door of the Palace, He 


| 
fired it with an armful of oakum dipped in Kerosene and 
forced two hundred Austrians to surrender." 

"What couragei" exalimed VCippelletti. 

"What a noble mind," added the teacher. ‘then she saidj, 
"Which seems greater, nobler, and more honest - this shoe- 
maker or the King of Naples, Duke of modena? Would you . 
prefer to have been Pasquale Sottocorno or francis IV?" 


"Oh, a thousand times more Pasquale sSottocorno," 


exclaimed the boy. 


@. Michele mastropaola, La Dolce Vampania, wmwilan Vallardi 
1926. | 
In the new educational programs special emphasis is | 
placed on regional history and culture, In the third and 
fourth and fifth years, the children must have a regional 
reader and almanac, 'the present book is one of a series 
of such a nature, being written for the pupils of Vampania 
Province (Naples and environs). It has received ministerial 
approval and is widely used by the pupils of the Province. 
On the whole it has very little of Italian nationalism 
although there is one passage concerning the contribution 
of the region to Italian victory in the World War, It is 


full, however, of regionalism, extolling the beauties of 


Naples, Capri, Avellino, and other places, praising the 


great men who have come from this district, describing in 


a picturesque way the various Neapolitan holidays. for 


example, on Page 7, there is this statement: 


"The Campania is one of the most beautiful regions in 


Italy. It comprises five departments: Waples, Caserta, 


Salerno, Avelling, and senevento. . . the Campania is making 


-steady progress in industry, trade, culture, and art. Let 


us help her increase her wealth, prestige, and civilization 


by our work and education, Let us make her one of the 


best regions of Italy. 


"It is our vow. 


"It shall be our duty?" 


6. Luigi Ambrosini, Nuova Pagine di Vita. Turin: Paravig 


This book is a reader for the scuole integrativi, 


complementary schools, and the first years of secondary 


schools. It has no date nor statement as to state 


Qut of 316 pages 7 are devoted to pure nation- 


approval. 


alism, 20 the customs of the Romans, many to regionalism, 


and great many to great Italians - Giotto, Dante, Leonardo 


da vinei, Leopardi, volumbus, mMazoni, Mazzini, and others, 


A quotation from wazzini relates how he became conscious of 


In 1821 he and his parents were walking in Genoa when a man 


the necessary principle of fighting for Italy's liberty. 


wets tate. ied SB 


a a 


7%. ‘Franco Ciarlantini, storia Italiana. Milan: Mondadori 


116. 
accosted them and asked alms “for those ostracized from 
Italy." "That day was the first time that there was 
presented to my mind, not the idea of Country and Liberty, 
but the idea that one should fight for the Liberty of the 


Country." 


1925. | 
fhis text is for the first-year history classes, for | 
the pupil's third year, It is one of a series prepared | 


for all classes. it has the approval of the state. ‘he 


interprebation of Italian history in this book is very | 
nationalistic. It covers the 19th and 20th centuries, | 
but almost all the space is devoted to the risorgimento 
and the World War, The book is filled with minor but 
dramatic anecdotes, Especial emphasis is placed upon the 
neroes of the risorgimento (S, Pellico, wazzini, Garibaldi, 
and Cavour), and the heroes of the World War (Generals 
Cadorna and Diaz, Cesare Battisti, and Nazario sauro, 
Austrian subjects who deserted to serve for Italy, but were 
taken prisoners and killed). The book begins with these 


words: 


"Italy, our Country, has not always been a united and) 


| 
free nation, Our grandfathers remember the gad times | 
| 
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| was divided into many little states and the citizens were 
| Subjected to all sorts of outrages and did not have the 
right to protest. 

"Those were sad times, childrens" 

The book ends with this passage: 

"In Eternal Rome, on the historical hills of 
Campidoglio, rises the monument of Italian Independence 
in the center of which is erected the statue of the 
Gentleman King. 

"At the foot of the statue there is an altar 
called Altar of the Fatherland. There an urn of pure 
marble contains the bones of one of the thousands and 
thousands of soldiers who fell without leaving a trace 
of their names, 

"This is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier who 
represents all the dead of our War and to whose memory 
has been awarded the Golden Medal with this inscription: 
'This worthy son of a valiant race and of a rich civili- 
zation, and held without flinching those trenches most 
bitterly contested, displayed courage in the most cruel 
battles, and fell fighting for no other end than that his 


country might be victorious and great'." 
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118. 
8. Angelo Magni, Italiat Italia’ Milan: Mondadori. 

This book is a history text for the sixth year 
(corsi integrativi). It is in its sixth edition and the 
60th thousand, It has been approved by the state, It 
bears no date. The period covered by the text is 1800 to 
the present time, but the emphasis is placed on the 
resorgimento and the World War. On Page 29 one reads 
concerning the risorgimento: 

"The little revolts awakened revolutionary ideas 
in people's minds, The horrors and the cruelties of the 
police and governments aroused them - éven the callous 
and timid = to an ardent desire for revenge. Arms are all 
right, but one must first arouse the desire to use then, 
One must first awaken a sentiment in the hearts of the 
people and stir up their spirits so that every citizen 
will feel ashamed to see his Country a slave and will be- 
come a soldier to redeem her at the cost of his life." 

This book is filled with anecdotes of heroes and 
battles. S, Pellico, Mazzini, Cavour, Garbbaldi, and 
Vic tor Emanuel II are all treated at length. In the story 


of the World War the book explains that Italy entered the 


conflict to get Trent, Trieste, and other territories, 


and to fight for the right of humanity. 
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9. Nuccio e Tancredi, Giovinezza Eroica. Palermo: Industrie 


Riunite Editoriali Siciliane, 1926. 

This text is an "historical reader for patriotic 
education,” for the corsi integrativi, and complementary 
schools, It has the approval of the state. It treats 
the risorgimento and the World War and Fascism. Almost 
every page is patriotic. The book itself says: 

“WReading these pages you will learn to love stil 
more the blessed land where you were born, every clod of 
whose soil has been stained with the blood of a hundred 
martyrs. You will learn to respect her laws, Through her 
organizations and institutions you will learn to defend her 
against all invasions and against decadence. You will 
learn to defend her with her beloved name on your lips." 

About fifty pages of the book are devoted to 
Fascism, explaining that the Fascist revolution saved the 
country from Bolshevism. The Russian situation is de- 
scribed as deplorable, the comparison between the two 


states being decidedly in favor of Italy and Fascism. 


10. Pietro Gorgoglini, Il Fascismo Spiegato al Popolo. 
Turin: Paravia, 1926, 
This book is a popular and simple treatise on 


| Fascism, It is not strictly a textbook, but has a wide 


influence and is used in the schools, It gives a short 
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description of Italy prior to Fascism, then the March on 


| Rome, Fascist philosophy and Fascist reforms, Mussolini 


is highly prasied, On pages 90-91 one reads: 

"Now we have the man who was needed and whom we 
wanted, He finds himself face to face with great problems 
His task is very hard and he is charged with tremendous 


responsibilities: to reconstruct the patrimony of the 


|} Nation; to restore the provinces; to free laws from 


demagogy; to destroy parasitic forces and parasites; to 
affirm the rights and dignity of the Nation abroad. 

"This man with a Garibaldian spirit and with 
mailed fist will overcome these difficulties; of this we 
are sure, But all the citizens of every class must follow 


him and aid him with faith and abnegation. . ..* 


11. Valerio Campogrando, L*Ordinamento dello Stato 
Italiano Fascista. Turin: Lates, 1928. 
This book is for the complementary schools. It 


is in its fourth edition. It is an excellent brief 


treatise of Fascist reforms. It lauds the Regime and its 


Chief. On Page 6 one finds the following passage: 
"As there is only one official religion of the 
State, the Catholic, so today there must be only one 


political faith, Fascism, which is synonymous with the 


121. 


Italian Nation, As the Catholic must have a blind faith 
in the Catholic belief and obey the Catholic Church blindl 
so the perfect Fascist must believe absolutely in the 
principles of Fascism and obey the hierarchical heads to 
whom he owes allegiance without reserve, 

"Religious dogmas are not discussed beGause they 
are truths revealed by God. Fascist principles are not 
discussed because they come from the mind of a Genius: 


Benito Mussolini. ..*® 


i2. Umberto Vecchiotti, Nozione di Economia e Diritto. 
TurintParavia, 1928, 

This book is a text in elementary civics and 
economics. It has been approved by the state, It ex- 
plains Fascism but because of the very nature of the 
materials treated is not nationalistic, 


in addition to the influence of the patriotic 


materials in textbooks, the children are surrounded with 


nationalist symbols, The lictor's rods, emblem of Imperial] 
Rome and Fascism, must be worked into the ornamentation of 
every school building, In the classrooms of both ele- 
mentary and secondary schools there must be a crucifix, 


a picture of the King, and a picture of iiussolini. 


The Fascists desire that every day's work shall 


begin with a prayer and a national hymn, that the schools 


122. | 
have pictures of the heroes of the risorgimento, of the 
World War, and of the masters of Italian culture; that 
every school have its flag, and that on the eve of every 
vacation a patriotic speech be made and that the children 
respond with the Roman salute, 

But regardless of this patriotic feeling existing 
in the textbooks which develops as the children advance in 
the grades, the education of the youth would not necessaril 
be nationalistic if the teachers were not nationalists to 


the highest degree, Fascism, as a political organization 


tolerates no other political views, Hence, the tascists 


have taken great care in the selection of the teachers, 
who must have decidedly pro-t'ascist political views. A 
law has been passed whereby teachers may be discharged if 
they hold political views contrary to those of the 


national governnent,. 


Decree of January 25, 1923, Law of December 24, 1925 
Circular of the Head of the Government, July 22, 1926, 
and Decree of January 15, 1927, Art. 5. 


Yt9ve" To eve ‘stig 


eorirris aak erty 
fey LSD ® a LS oe Vv ri 


ale eit aw _ 
ixo yrtfoet ottotidec atdd. ao pg re Lines tod . 


nt somevdbe norbitio edf es ato Level dota edlootidxad:¢ 


‘ii 
Pe . ie. oy 
ULitsscasom fon blnow ssuoy oft To sORtBouho ani . 29ber ine vil 


od ecaifanoltsn von otew eredfosed end FE an 


he 


my, ?) 
déafdoeed ot ,conch .aWol¥, Lsottifem zoids On sou Are fod. +1 
i 


t d 
‘, ay is 


nolvasitnusygzo Iselbjifo¢ Bb us .mefoeet e9Tpob taorig te 


~eatoiosed off to coldsefoe oft gh oneo $89%3, nereh 2 


A. ,awoly Ssottifog teisceis-arg Ylbehioeld evrsd MEK» . 


at 


besyrerioetb ad vem etedoses ydertéiw béassq reed Bui 


“it to ssofe of vretducoo awoty fsesivifog Sioa * 


{ | 
4 taser avoxR Lato’ 


0 eS) witsuarG. to Rose Be 
to" “Deel ait to rinige 
ix ree te, 21 58M 


Ye 


123,| 


Curricula for primary, elementary and secondary schools 


Primary or Preparatory 


Grades t, Ii, Lit 


Subjects Hours per week 
Religion z 
Singing, drawing, recitation 4. 


Recreation 6 


Gardening, gymnastics, hygiene, etc. 
Total 


Elementary Schools 


Subjects Grades 


PET) Ew 
Fs 2 @e@ Hours 


eH 
dH 
par 

v0} 


Religion 


Singing, drawing, penmanship, 
recitation 


Reading, writing, and exercise 
in language 


Spelling 


Arithmetic, geometrical 
drawing, bookkeeping 


Miscellaneous studies and 
recreation 4 4 4 ; ee 


Gardening, manual training, 


hygiene, gym, dom. science 6 5 4. 4 4 
Physical and natural sciences, hygiene ~ eae 
History and geography & 3S 

ae | 


rot eleros : 
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E 
Supplementary 
Subjects Grade VI 


Religion 2 Hours 
Singing, drawing, penmanship, recitation 


Reading and writing, exercises in Italian 
language 


Arithmetic, geometrical drawing, bookkeeping 
Miscellaneous studies and recreation 
Physical and natural sciences, hygiene 
History and geography 

Elements of law and economics 

Vocational training 


Total per week 


Suppelementary year used for general preparation prior 
to entrance requirements for ginnasi and licei. 


Normal Institute 


Lower Course 


Subjects Years 
Fe We er. TW 


italian language 8 4. 4 4 Hours 


latin language 


History and geography 


Mathematics 


Foreign language 


Drawing 


wausiec and singing 


Wusical instrument (elective) 


Total per week 20 22 22 25 Hours 


Higher Course 
Subjects 


Italian language and literature 


Latin language and literature 


Philosophy and pedagogy 
History 


Natural sciences, geography and 
hygiene 


Music and singing 


Drawing 


Musical instrument (elective) 


Total per week 26 26 27 Hours 


The Complementary School 
Sub jects : wears +} 
Italian language 
History and geography 
Foreign language 
Mathematics 
Natural sciences 
Bookkeeping 
Drawing 
Penmanship 
Stenography 
Total per week 20 Hours 


The Technical Institute 


Subjects Years 
Tru Te 


Italian language 5 »Hours 


latin language 6 


History and geography 


Drawing 


Foreign language 


6 

) 

2 2 
Mathematics 4 #4 

2 2B 

4 4 

I 


Stenography 2 


Total per week 24 20. 820 ' Hours 


Section of Agriculture 


Subjects Years 
Ti “2 


Italian ligrature | ~ 
History 

Natural sciences and geography 

Land surveying 

Rural bookkeeping 

Surveying 


Chemistry 


Rural technology 


Drawing 

Mathematics and physics 
Construction and drawing 
Topography and drawing 
Rural legislation 


Total per week 


Subjects 


Mathematics and physics 
History 

Italian literature 

Natural sciences and geography 
Bookkeeping and accountancy 
Law 

Political economy 

Economics and statistics 
First foreign language 
Second foreign language 
Penmanship 


industrial chemistry 


Total per week 25 


Subjects 


Italian language 

Latin language 

Greek language 

Foreign language 

History and geography 5 
Mathematics 1 


Total per week 21 


Lyceum (liberal ) 


Subjects 

Italian literature 

Latin literature 

Greek literature 

History 

Philosophy and political economy 
Mathematics and physics 


Natural sciences, chemistry and 
geography 


History of art ~ 


Total per week 20 26 25 Hours 


Lyceum (scientific) 


Subjects 


Italian literature 

Latin literature 

Foreign language 

History 

Philosophy and political economy 
Mathematics and physics 


Natural sciences, chemistry and 
geography 


Drawing 


Total per week 26 26 Hours 


Lyceum for Girls 


Subjects 


Italian, Latin languages and 
literatures 


History and geography 


Philosophy, law and political 
economy 


German or English 
Drawing 


Music, singing, dancing 


qo wo GQ fF WwW 


Domestic science and economy 


History of Art (elective) 


ip 0 


French (elective) 


Musical instrument (elective) 


av) 


wo 
Ss 


Total per week 24 20 Hours 


Howard R. Marraro "Nationalism in Italian Education" 
Pp. 22-50 
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The educational program enacted in Italy in 192 


through the efforts of G. Gentile, then Minister of Public 


Instruction, soon met with severe criticism. The sudden 
changes in educational methods and procedures affected 
unfavorably not only members of the teaching staff but 


students as well. ‘Many professors were not ready for 


such a reform, and others appeared to be hostile to it from 
the very beginning, Students who had hoped for the 
cherished diploma found their hopes shattered by the intro 
duction of studies which were harder to pursue and, 
therefore, made it all the more difficult to secure the 
desired degree. Publishers felt the weight of the refo 

in the rejection of volumes which were found inadequate fo} 
classroom use; and authors suffered a loss because of theil 
inability to market their literary products, 

Most of the criticism centered about the program 
of studies in the elementary and secondary schools. The 
arguments are that, "too much time is spent on a parti- 
cular writer, that many teachers will be unable to conduct 
their classes effectively, that there are no textbooks for 


this or that subjects," 2 


In the main, however, it can 
not be denied that if the programs of studies in the 


elementary and secondary schools were not so decidedly 


Criticism of program of study and Gentile's resignation 


Howard R, Marraro "Nationalism in Italian Education” P, 8 
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pro-Fascist, it would be recognized that they aimto mold 
both teachers and students into intellectually minded 
individuals, imbued with culture and social graces, and 
possessing an appreciation for human worth. 

Professor Mariano Moresca, although he opposes 
the elementary school program, defends the philosophic 
principles of idealism in the present system of education 
Achille Monti, who bitterly criticized the reform in a 
series of articles entitled, "Liberal Prejudices," in whi 
he compares outlines of reform by Croce with those of 
Gentile, overlooked the fact that Croce himself defended 
Gentile's reforms, Benedetto Croce is an outstanding 
social philosopher and his own philosophy is not divorced 
from Gentile's educational idealism, Gentile is an 
educator first and a philosopher second. As such he has 
the interest of the school at heart, and whether his 
educational program is wholly realized or not, the fact 
remains that he re-vitalized the Italian schools through 
the infusion of a new national spirit for education, 

Gentile resigned from his post of Minister of 
Public Instruftion after a service lasting twenty months. 


He is acclaimed today “the philosopher of Fascism" and he 


is called upon to uphold the ideals of Fascism, Gentile 


left his office with the knowledge that he had instilled 


134,| 


new vigor and energy into the school; he left an ad- 


ministration which, with a greatly reduced personnel and 


with only nineteen supervisors, continued his work "ab 


imis", “He deemed his duty to return to the teaching 


profession where he could prepare the coming generation 


properly to value and interpret the political doctrines 


I 
of Fascisn,™ 


Mario Casati was made Minister of Public In- 


He was in 


struction following Gentile's resignation, 


turn succeeded by Pietro Fedele; then by Giuseppe Ercole. 


Recently, however, the office of Minister of Public In- 


struction has been changed to read as follows: Minister 


of National Education, of which Count Cesare Maria de 


Vecchi is the head. Count de vecchi, as Minister of 


National Education, has evolved a plan whereby all texts 


used throughout the country are standardized, each grade 


receiving instruction according to the prescribed program 


from the same text and lesson as all other grades on that 


school level, For example, all elementary schools in the 


Fascist state use the identical set of textbooks, 


The foundations of reform have been firmly laid 


It is true that "many of Gentilets educational measures 


were found impracticable in their original form and had 


to be modified, and some had to be abandoned altogether; 


Howard R, Marraro “Nationalism in Italian Education" P, |89 


but his work, wide in compass, far reaching in its results 
and fundamental in its structure, will long constitute 


the basis of Italian education, and the mould for future 


E 
reformers," 


Prezzolini "Fascism" - P, 159 
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FASCIST CONTROL OF ACTIVITIES 


How Fascism controls the scholastic, social and re- 


creational activities of its people 


We have seen how Fascism, realizing the power of 
the schools as a means of spreading Fascist propaganda, 
directed its attention to the "Fascistization" of the 
educational system through the land, Having accomplished 
this task, it turned its energies toward the "Fascistiza- 
tion" of the scholastic, social and recreational activities 
of its people, This new activity is consistent with the 
Fascist philosophy which maintains that individuals are 
subservient to the State, The next blow was to be directéd 
against such clubs, associations, and societies that did 
not fall in line with the Fascist regime, The first of 
these activities took the form of restriction of political 
liberties. 

There is no doubt that most of the peace and 
social order brought about by the Fascist regime were 
obtained at the cost of political liberty, and in some 
cases of personal liberty. It was thought that “when 
Fascism had become master of all the powers and forces of 
the State, so that they were at its disposal for the 
carrying out of its policy, there would be an end of 


individual and political violence and bloody warfare. 
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137. 
And if violence had not entirely abated, one must allow 
for the dying kicks of past friction, and not regard them 
as a new outbreak. But that was not the case at all. 
Every day the papers told a new tale of riots and normali- 
zation appeared once more like the deceptive mirage in 
the degertiea 
It must be granted however, that the word libert 
in Italy during that period, meant something different 
from what it means in America, Liberty in America means 
obedience to law. Changes can be brought about by repeal 
and modification of that law, In Italy liberty means 
violation of the law, And changes are brought about not 
by repeal or modification, but by an absolute disregard 
for the law. Small wonder that Mussolini was able to walk 
on the corpse of liberty. But laying aside theory for 
fact, let us now turn to those branches of national life 
and see what liberties Fascism suppressed that were former 
ly enjoyed. 

"1, Liberty of Assembly: This suppression ex- 
tended not only to the public meetings, but also to 
private meetings by invitation. Needless to say, this law 

applied exclusively to anti-Fascists; the Fascists enjoyed 
perfect freedom to meet as they wished. 
"2. Liberty of Association: This liberty was 
_limited, Many societies were abolished or were warned 


G. Prezzolini "Fascism" - P, 147 
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which practically amounted to abolition. 


"3. Liberty of the Press: A liberty which 
existed, in theory, wntil July 1924, when certain leaders 
seized the papers, persecuted the directors and forbade 
publication, without any legal authority whatsoever. And 
even graver was a campaign of blackmail which was carried 
on, not by the Government, but by the Fascist authorities, 
against journalists and printers, You could, however, 
get anything published if you had the courage to face the 
consequences, and the Matteotti* affair was, as it were, 
the explosion of the time-fuse for forces which had only 
been biding their time, 

"4, Liberty of the Individual: This wes left 
to the discretion of the Fascist authorities. In the 
provinces this power was sorely abused, and even in the 
capital Nitti's house was stormed and the furniture 
smashed and burned. The deputies Misuri and Amendola 
Suffered like abuses, and although they were able to 
furnish the names of the offenders they could get no com- 
pensation for the rough handling they had received. Not 
until after the Matteotti affair was any restraint put 
upon the treatment of the individual," 

* A Socialist leader, former member of the Chamber of 


Deputies, who was murdered because of his anti-Fascist 
activities. 


Ge. Prezzolini "Fascism" - Pp, 149-150 
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| nature, Fascism intervenes in everything from the very 


Balilla under the Opera Nazionale Balilla (Balilla was a 


Following this destructive work, Fascism under- 


took to reconstruct these forces in Fascist fashion. 
Through trade unions and syndicates, it regimented the 
workers into a Fascio, group or following, regulated by th 
State. Out of this regimentation came the movement known 
as Opera Nazionale Dopolavoro (National action for the 


promotion of leisure time after work), which is deriving 


| its educational opportunities from the State. True to it 


beginning, In this connection let us take up two other 
national actions, those of the Balilla, and Piccole 
Italiane, 


"Boys from the age of five or six join the 


boy, who, by throwing a stone at an Austrian, began the 
insurrection of December 5-10, 1746, in Genoa), while girl 
are enrolled by the Opera Nazionale delle Piccole Italiane 
and eventually pass to the woments Fasci. 


"From the Balilla the boys pass at 15 years of 


age to the avanguardisti, the reserve, and having pre- 


| viously received a semi-military training at the age of 18 


are qualified to take the oath of allegiance to the King 
and to Fascist principles and receive their rifles.* 


Eventually, all young Italians pass through these stages; 


Members of the Balilla as well as those of the avan- 
guardia wear full Fascist uniforms in training and parade 
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so that when the young children of the present generation 


) _ have come to maturity, citizenship and Fascism will be 


synonymous and co-terminous, which they are far from being 


| at present, since the Fascist party numbers only about a 


/ 
million members, and refuses to admit more of the older 


cenération to its ranks. 
"The Opera Nazionale Dopolavoro, with its 


million members, may, again be mentioned as doing excellen 


work, It is a movement which rightly claims to be both 
humanitarian and utilitarian; being intended to help and | 
direct the working classes in spending their hours of 
leisure and repose, coordinating what is already done by 
individual firms and employers, and by already existing 


societies and clubs, for the working people. Thus it 


concerns itself with both physical and mental culture - 


the latter including evening school, lectures, etc., etc.,| 


the two being combined in excursions to places of in- 


| terest. Membership is granted to clubs and societies and 


of railway fares, admission fees to museums, discounts, 


not to individuals; and considerable reductions in price 
taries of the Fascist party are, as a rule, provincial | 
| 


commissioners, and therefore are able to keep a check on / 


} 
| 
| 


} 

| 

| 

| 

etc., etc., are allowed. The federal political secre- 
| 


| the associations admitted and their political activities. | 
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"In a higher social grade, the same tendency 
is apparent, and the Confederazione Olimpica Nazionale 
Italiana (Italian National Olympic Confederation), is now 
the superior organization for all forms of physical re- 
creation in which Italy can be represented at the Olympic 
gamese Its authority can be carried to considerable 
lengths - as when it declared two tennis players who re- 
fused to play in an international match against France to 
have lost their amateur status. Indeed, one of the 
features of the Fascist regime is the attention devoted t 
physical culture, A training college for physical in- 
structors has been started in Rome; and activity in 
promoting games and sports may be seen on every side, 
Playing fields are being provided everywhere,"* but a 
reversal of the long lunch hours would help to make use 
of the fields for pleasurable activity. 

"The total expenditure on all counts proposed 
and authorized for the financial year 1927-28 by the 
Ministry of Public Instruction amounted to 1,359,473,000 
linge? Undoubtedly, a goodly portion of this sum was 


expended for the educational needs of the Balilla, Azione 


_ Nazionale delle Piccole Italiane, and for the Azione 


| Nazionale Dopolavoro, which makes it easier for Fascism 


to dictate their policies and shape their activities, 


= Ee eee —— = 


Eneyclopedia Brittanica, 14th Ed., Vol. XII, Pp. 763-4 
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| Military Training of Youth 


appear in the programs of study which we have examined, 
‘provision is made for military training in the national 


organizations such as the Balilla and the Avanguardia. 


and a muskett - a perfect Fascist). Both Fascism and 
militarism teach absolute obedience to superior officers; | 
| both stress the subordination of the individual's interest 


prestige, honor and power, 


_help exhibiting a military spirit and stressing the con- 


lation, aimed not merely at rehabilitating the Italian 


and pride in military prowess, Of special significance 


Though the subject of military training does not 


It is difficult indeed to discuss Fascism without mention- 


ing at the same time, militarism, for one implies the 


fundamental nature of the other. Both have much in common 
if we are to take Mussolini's own definition of the ideal 


Fascist- "Libro e moschetto, Fascista perfetto" (a book 


| 


to those of the State; both derive their fervor from an 


ardent love for the native lands; and both strive for glory 


Fascism grew out of militarism and it cannot 


plete militarism of the state. Indeed, from its beginni 


Fascism has been "dotted with important military legis- 


army and navy, but at the reviving in the nation, interest 


are the laws of January 11, 1925, and June 8, 1925, which | 
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| provide for the mobilization of all the forces of the 


| nation in case of war, and the law of March ll, 1926, 


_ which provides for a reorganization of the army and re- 
| vived centralized control under a Chief of Staff. The nev 
laws of Tactics approved by Mussolini, May 22, 1928, are 
of great importance from the technical point of view. 


Italy's increasing military expenditures are just one 


more proof of Fascist militarism, 


( Military Expenditures 
(Actual expenditures in terms of thousands of lira) 


| 
| 1924-25 4,036,223 
| 1925-26 4,731,954 


(Estimated expenditures in thousands of lira) 


| 1926-27 4,897,208 
| 1927-28 4,956,740 


| "The Fascists realizing the importance of 
military service for creating a patriotic state of mind 

| have established a highly developed system of training. 

| It begins at the age of eight and continues until the 

| age of eighteen, for those boys who enter the Fascist 

| Juvenile Organization. Here they are given sound physica 


education and are taught the elements of military drill and 


modern warfare. At the age of eighteen these boys pass 
automatically into the Fascist party and militia and are 


_ given rifles as a symbol of their formal induction into 
| 


| 
| 
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= 
the armed forces of the nation. For non-Fascist boys | 


the State has created special courses of military in- 


struction. In the school year 1927-28 there were 35,744 
such classes, with 222,864 enrolled. In every case, the 
instructors of the youth are officers in the Fascist 
militia and hence faithful supporters of the regime and 
ardent teachers of nationalism, A speech by Mussolini 
to the Avanguardisti on October 28, 1926 at the Coloseum 


in Rome gives an indication of the indoctrination of 


militaristic patriotism which goes on, 'You are at the 


sunrise of life. You are the hope of the Fatherland. 


You are above all, the Army of Tomorrow. from this 
moment you must live every moment of your lives with fait 
in the destinies of the nation." 


In response to this fervent nationalism, the 


Minister of National Education has addressed an official 


| 
| 


circular to directors of universities, to the directors of 


high educational institutions, and to local authorities 


responsible for education, announcing the formation of a | 
general inspectorate for “preliminary and post-military 
training in schools." General Grazioli has been 

appointed as head of the new inspectorate with Commenda- 
tore Angelo Senesi, as Chief Inspector on behalf of the 


Ministry. The ciréular states that "in conformity with 
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145. | 
the Mussolinian conception of a military nation, based on 
the principle that the function of a citizen and a soldier 
are inseparable in a Fascist State, the Fascist formula 
‘libro e moschetto' now finds appreciation in the Italian 
educational system from elementary school to university." 
This has been achieved by the regulation of compulsory 
pre-military education for all citizens from the age of 
eight to twenty-one, 

Every division between the conception of civil 
and military life is being eliminated; the barriers be- 
tween civil and military institutions are being demolished. 
A fusion is being effected of the youth organizations, the 
armed forces and the schools, And the recognition of 
military education as having a high moral value is be- 
coming a substantial element of general education, "It ig 
my firm intention," the minister adds, "that the aim of 
the government shall be realized in full without hesita- | 
tion or delay,” The educational system as herein noted, 
is the "great forge" of the Fascist regime, and will not 
fail to assume the task set in the light of the Duce's 
words: "If it is to be true peace, that fruitful peace 
which must he accomplished by justide, we can adorn the 
barrels of our rifles with the branches of olive, But if 


it should happen thus be sure that we, men tempered in 


the climate of the Littorio, will adorn the points of our 
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bayonets with the laurel and oak of victory." ... "I am 
certain that the whole educational system from the elemen- 
tary school to the university will in a single, unanimous 
and passionate cry answer 'Present' to the Duce's call." 
"The aim is progressively to excite in the school 
population the sentiments of love and admiration for the 
glorious Italian army; to win the pupils willingly and 
joyfully to the new military teaching and to draw from it 
the most profit for the advantage of 'Motherlana',"+ 
Between the Duce's exaltation of the "Fatherland" 
and the minister's “Motherland”, the picture of a purely 


militaristic paternalism and maternalism is complete, 


It is perhaps the way of military despotism, 
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| Despotic Methods and Discipline 


Despotism is the logical outcome of militarism. 
Though a regime might well be built on militarism, thus 
justifying despotic measures to enforce discipline, it doeg 
not always follow that all of the people would accept such 
government without question or murmur. By its very nature 


such government creates dissatisfaction and discontent 


emong the people. And if the people are not allowed to bé 
heard, they will cause no end of trouble and disturbance, 
But alas, woe to those who dare to oppose the government; 


woe to those who would dare question the decrees of the 


Dictator. For great are the difficulties which would 


fall upon those who would maintain their own individuality 


ne eS 


in refusing to acknowledge the sovereignty of the Dictator 


For them, there is no hope of success; no possibility of 


a career; and no opportunity to rise above the "general 
level” of social, political and economic life unless they 
have in their possession the "Fascist Tessera," (member- 
ship card). Unless men are fortunate enough to possess 


independent means to carry on their activities of life the 


are reduced to starvation, "for Fascism means bread for its 
partisans and hunger for its enemies," "The barrister 
who has not joined the party receives no briefs, the anti-. 


Fascist doctor has no patients, the engineer no jobs. No 
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post can be obtained in the civil service, in the armed | 


forces, in the judicial and educational departments." / 


In studying the plight of all anti-Fascists, even 


from a distant view, it would be difficult for an in- 
telligent observer to express his admiration for a 
"nolitical dynasty" which openly declares its allegiance 
and loyalty to brute force, But again, such brute force 


might be necessary in order to remain in power, although 


one might question the wisdom of it. lowever, if force | 


is to be the ruling power in our present civilization, Let 


us erase the word "civilized" from our dictionaries and 
substitute the word "barbaric" for it. We would then be 
consistent with the primitive philosophy that "Might makes 
Right, and argue that “barbarism is not altogether incom-| 
patible with material prosperity," But if we do so, we 


must admit that the cost is great, and the result, fatal. 


"The worship of unscrupulous force as a vehicle 


of nationalism keeps ignited the fire of international 


jealousy, and makes for universal incendiarism, fora | 
fearful orgy of devastation, To be tortued by tyranny | 
is tolerable; but to be deluded into the worship of a | 


wrong ideal is humiliating for the whole age which has / 


blundered in the submission to it, If Italy has made 
} 


even a temporary gain through ruthless politics she may | 


wee ae Review "Fascism in Italy" No, 822, June 1954 
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Lathe as will be of benefit not only to the individual _ 


be excused for such an obsession, but for us, if we be- 
lieve in idealism, there can be no such excuse. Fascism 
ruthlessly suppresses freedom of expression, enforces 
observances which are against individual conscience, and 
walks through a blood-stained path of violence and 
stealthy crime," 

Such methods, resulting in suppression of per- 
sonal rights and enforced adherence to a system contrary 


to personal ideals, cannot help being disastrous in view 


of the fact that they create dissatisfaction and discontent 


among the people, especially among those of the intel- 
lectual class who are accustomed to think in terms of 
ideals, of liberty of conscience and expression. If such 
ideals are not openly tolerated, they will find means of 
expression, perhaps through less desirable channels; and 
the subterfuge will reassert these ideals in the minds of 
the people more strongly than before. When dissatisfacti 
and discontent cannot evolve into an “oven and legal" 
field of opposition, they are found to become “illegal an 
secret" channels of reaction. 

Consequently, toleration rather than repression 
would be thesaner way to deal with all forms of oppositio 
A free word, a free press, a free system of association 


will, in the long run, promote such compromises in legis- 


1 
American Review of Reviews "The Philosophy of tascis.m" 
Vole 74, October 1926, P, 4435. 
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OPPOSITION TO FASCISM 


Secret Operations of Anti-Fascists 


The mind of man has never failed to devise ways 
and means through which it can fight any principle of life 
that seems to contradict its reasoning powers, Hence many 
avenues can be opened to fight against a form of govern- 

ment which to the dissenters appears to be oppressive and 
barbaric. One of the most effective of these is the in- 
tellectual way of spreading propaganda in favor of "libert 
democracy and social justice," through veiled literature. 
This is true in Italy, and the intellectual anti-Fascist 
makes the most of this opportunity. ‘There is, of course, 
no possibility of making public speeches, of writing arti 
cles in periodicals or books in defence of such principles, 
but under the cloak of "critical analyses of literature, 
of philosophic, scientific, economic, and historical re- 
search" a subtle criticism of Fascism is possible without 
even mentioning the word. 

During the last decade, a number of historical 
studies have been made dealing with problems of the Itali 
Risorgimento, These have been produced through the acti- 
vities of young anti-Fascist intellectuals residing withi 


the nation, Works on Mazzini, Romagnosi, Cataneo, 
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Pisacane, Spaventa, Settembrini, and other famous patriots 
have been published, They contain severe criticism of 
the “Austrian, Neapolitan, Piedmontese, and Papal 
despotisms," which can be very neatly applied to Fascist 
despotism, ‘There are also many weekly and monthly reviews 
in which, under the appearance of literary, historical and 
economic studies, a campaign is carried on in favor of 
Liberalism. 

"Other young men, for whom such intellectual 
activity is not sufficient, try to build clandestine or- 
ganizations. Such organizations have no chance of bring- 
ing about a revolution, but they are useful for facili- 
tating intercourse among persons who otherwise would 
remain isolatea."* 

In addition to these publications within the 
country, many books, periodicals, newspapers, pamphlets, 
| leaflets, ete., are published in France by a group of 
anti-Fascists who have emigrated there to escape the wrath 
of Fasciés. Since these articles are written by eminent 
men, former members of parliament, deputies and premiers, 
they find their way into the hands of sympathizers, who 
in turn pass them along to friends, thus keeping alive the 


| flame of controversy. 


Contemporary Review "Fascism in Italy", No. 822, June 
1934 - P, 705. 
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Many of these publications, which are actual 
statements of what is going on in the field of political 
economy, are sent abroad to keep informed those who would 
help the cause of liberty. Most of them are written in 
Italian, but the most important ones, written by such 
eminent authors as Nitti, Salvemini and a score of others, 
can be obtained b writing for a list of published books 
on Fascism, to American publishing houses. The biblio- 


graphy at the end of this thesis contains such a list. 
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Anti-Fascist Currents 

Dissension among political groups is no inno- 
vation in Italy or in any other country. It has existed 
since the beginning of time and let us hope that it will 
exist until the end of time, for only through action and 


reaction can we keep a balance on the scale of political 


justices But let this be free of persecution. 
Anti-Fascist currents in Italy have been in 


existence since the advent of Fascism and, from all 


indications they will continue to the end of Fascism, 
These currents emanate from a group of individuals 
politically divided into five main classes: 1) Monarchists; 
2) Republicans; 3) Liberals; 4) Socialists; 5) Com- 
munists. All of them are interested in the overthrow of 
Fascism; but each wishes that it shall be done in its 
own particular way. There is a great division among 
them as to what course the revolution, if any, should 
take, Since there is no definite agreement among them, 
their activities constitute no serious threat to Fascism, 
But let them bind themselves together for a common cause, 
forgetting their political differences, and Fascism will 
have a different type of opposition with which to deal, 


The Monarchists are devoted followers of the 


King. They hate revolution as much as they hate Fascism, 
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There is only one hope - that through the help of the 
| King and the army they can effect a change in the politi- 
eal life of the nation without blood-shed,. They believe 
that if the king should abandon his present passive atti- 
tude and order Mussolini out a change could be brought 
about peaceably. The difficulty here is that Mussolini 
may not be so willing as to step out. To which they 
reply, "The King ought to make a coupd'tetat against the 


Duce, just as the Fascists made, in 1922, a coup d'etat 


against the Parliament, He should fire the Duce, order 

the arrest of the more turbulent Fascist Chiefs and entrust 
the Government to a Usabinet of Generals. These generals 
should, with the assistance of the 'monarchical anti- 
Fascists'*, and of the more reasonable or more versatile 
anong the Fascists, re-establish a little freedom of the 
press, a little self-government, a little electorial 
freedam,* At its best this group advocates a limited 


monarchy. They are, in reality, a group of conservatives 


who cannot get accustomed to the idea of revolution 


through evolution or any other means, 


* Members of the army as distinguished from members of 
the Fascist Militias, 


G. Salvemini "Italy in the Throes of Fascism" in 
"Recovery Through Revolution" - P, 279. 
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prey 
The Republicans are a group of individuals who 


have always maintained the traditions of their party. 


They seek a republic. Being anti-Monarchical in their 
ideals, they abhor the idea of a king in this enlightene 
age, and scoff at the principle of legitimacy-royal 
succession. "If Italy is to be freed from Dictatorship 
it must come through revolution which overthrows the kin 
and Dictator at the same.time," is their prediction. But 
this revolution, overthrowing the government through 
winning the confidence of the working classes throughout 
the land, must be mild. They recognize the value of a 


peaceful revolution, But a republican revolution can- 


not take place except through the coalition of all anti- 
| Fascist groups of all classes in town and country. They 
would have the king, the industrialists, the bankers and 
land-owners bear the expense of revolution in payment for 


the sufferings endured by the Italian people through 


Fascism, They would favor a modified form of capitalism 

restoring civil rights and representative government, 
The Liberals accept the general philosophy of 

Republicanism, but differ as to the method of organiza- 


tion. Being liberal in their viewpoint, they argue that, 


| 
"a revolution cannot be carried through successfully with 


methods of liberty and legality. Some sort of restraint 


is necessary to check a possible insurrection." In this 
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respect they do not differ much from the Socialists who 
believe in a more thprough change with restricted liber- 
ties. They advocate, however, the restoration of politi- 
cal liberties and the reinstatement of representative 
institutions. 

The Socialists, like the liberals and republicans 
are reluctant to grant a dictatorship of the proletariat. 
They claim that, “the political groups staging a revolu- 
tion cannot, before starting, ask the general electorate 
regular authorization. After succeeding, they must for a 
certain length of time carry on a dictatorship in order t 
repel counter-attacks of the vanquished and in order to 
give the country a breathing spell in which to re-organiz 
But this period of provisional government must last only 
as long as it is necessary. The temporary government 
must, as soon as it will have demolished the structure of 
Fascism, confiscate the property of all men responsible 
for the dictatorship, and reduce them to a condition which 
will prevent them from counter-attacking, summon a con- 


stituent assembly elected by general suffrage. This 


assembly will shape the organs of the new, regular govern 
ment, granting to all citizens political freedom." i 


The Communists advocate a revolution whereby the 


Fascist dictatorship will be succeeded by a "dictatorship 


| 


G. Salvemini “Italy in the Throes of Fascism" - P, 280 
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difficulties to face. They all must overcome at one time 


of the proletariat," i.e., the Communist party representi 


the proletariat. They are tired of the dictatorial 


character of Fascism, and since “liberty and justice" have 


been suppressed to such a degree, they have no faith in 


-mild revolutions. ‘Theirs is to be a sweeping one, exter- 


minating those responsible for existing conditions. 

Wherever we turn, the picture of blood-shed and 
wholesale slaughter rises before our eyes. It is incon- 
ceivable that in this age of intellectual achievement men 
should turn to thoughts of hatred and the destruction of 
human lives. We may have succeeded in making the world a 
neighborhood, but we have failed utterly to make it a 
brotherhood, 

But be that as it may, a revolution cannot be 
staged without suffering and loss of human life, and unles 
we educate for the control of prejudices, likes and dis- 


likes, and for the promotion of good relationships that 


| make for better conditions of living together, the picture 


of disorder will forever loom large on the screen of life. 


In this age of unrest, the monarchists, republi- 


cans, liberals, socialists and fascists alike have many 


or another, first "the inertia of a terrorized people" 


| 
and second, "the challenge of Communist propaganda." | 
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On one hand we have the anti-fascist groups 


which, whether in their present form or in others, will 
continue to persist even if they are suppressed by decrees 
‘lhey feel that they have a social function to discharge, 

a service to render, a contribution to make to society. 

On the other hand, the fascists believe that they are per- 
forming such uses in the world, and accordingly, through 
the medium of the schools, they seek to produce a fascist 
nation which will meet all political opposition and at the 
same time insure the future success of Fascism as a 


political, social and economic institution, 
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CONCLUSION 


The national ideals if Italy under the Fascist 


regime are diametrically opposed, in many respects, to the 


| ones held by former governments. ‘those of us who are 


accustomed to democratic ideals find it hard to understand 
the Fascist conception of the State, Unlike a democracy, 


fascism does not consider an individual an entity per se, 


| but as a mere fraction of a greater whole, the State. He 


| is important only as he makes his contribution to the 


greater whole, be it the state, community or society. for 


| the Fascists the state, community or society mean Italy. 


He is subservient to the State, and above personal rights 
or privileges loom those of the State. They are pre- 
eminently more important than those of the individual, 
and if sacrifices are to be made, they are for the benefit 
of the State which embraces not one individual, but many. 
The education of that individual is, therefore, 
not primarily for his own welfare and happiness, but for 
the welfare and happiness of the State. The individual is 
not being endowed with rights and privileges as against 
those of the State; on the contrary, he exists only for 
thebenefit of the State, 
Thus, the spirit emanating from the Italian 


educational system is one of intense nationalism, un- 
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| devotion to the country, and of full support for those 


_ spots of Italian accomplishments, or visit the monuments 


Italian patriots and Italian life. ‘they attentively liste 


one religious faith - Roman Catholicism; one national 


| and taught in the schools Fascism has a good chance to 


questioned patriotism, and of a blind faith in the Fascist 
Dictatorship. From the primary school to the university 


the lesson is one of unquestioned loyalty, of a necessary 


policies that will enhance the prestige of the nation at 
home and abroad. Outside of school hours, the students 
are to maintain these principles and deport themselves 


accordingly. They are frequently marched to historic 


of Italian heroes where speeches are delivered glorifying 


to addresses on what Italy of the future ought to be, and 
hear of the glory that will be Rome's, 
The Italian government tolerates no dissension. 


The individual must have one political faith - fascism; 


faith - Italy. As long as these principles are preached 


succeed, for the Fascist educational system is far-reachi 
and complete in the indoctrination of Fascist ideals, 
That Mussolini himself is not disappointed in the educa- 
tional reforms is evident from one of his recent remarks 
branding the educational reforms, "the most Fascist of 


Fascist acts," 
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and how it operates in Italy, but the Italian people as a 


Fascism is synonymous with nationalism, It ex- 
alts the State and directs its energies toward "the 
ennoblement of all the elements concurring to form and 
assure the greatness of Italy." Its future, therefore, 
lies not in the present hypotheses and defenses, but in th 
results of years to come, That future will be determined b 
its capacity toadapt itself to changing conditions and 
will be successful only according to its adaptation. It 
will have to face many problems, From time to time it wil 
be called upon to deal with questions of personal liberty 
arising from the individualism of regional Italy, socialis 
and democratic survivals, and parliamentary traditions. 

On all these questions, it will be called upon to formulat 
a course of action which will be either beneficial or 
detrimental to the Fascist regime. 

But whatever the future has in store for Fascism 
ours is the task of studying it in order to adopt a point 


of view which willenable us to understand not only Fascism 
whole, Fascism is still one of the most vital subjects in 


the political world of today, and as such, offers con- 


siderable cause for speculative thinking, 
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